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Far bigger than the {filling of the Back Bay in the last century; eight
miles long and as much as half a mile wide; six years in the
planning; the redevelopment of the Southwest Corridor is the
largest single construction project in the history of Boston. Stretch-
ing from the South Cove to Forest Hills, it encompasses one-quarter
of the City's population and links downtown Boston with seven of its
neighborhoods. Development of the Southwest Corridor is a one
billion dollar investment in Boston's future.

Construction in the Corridor will provide work for 18,000 people.
Physical rehabilitation will create more than 5,000 permanent jobs.
New housing, high schools, college, and recreational facilities will
make the Southwest Corridor one of the most vital parts of the City.
Over $600 million will be spent for the Corridor’s new Orange Line,
improved commuter rail, and new high speed Amtrak trains which
will benefit the entire region.
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The Southwest Corridor must be a place where people can live,
work and do business. Since it is the first time an area cleared for an
Expressway has been designated for alternate use, it presents a
unique opportunity for sound planning so that development will not
only serve regional transportation and recreation purposes but also
local neighborhood needs. From an area of controversy in the past,
it can become the model for urban living in the future.
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The Southwest Corridor is not only a vision for the future, it is a
place where things have already begun to happen. On January 6,
1978, ground was broken for MBTA's $20 million South Cove Tun-
nel. On December 21, 1977, construction was started on the $16
million rehabilitation of the old Midland Railroad through Dor-
chester, which will handle rail service until the project is com-
pleted. To date, more than $114 million is under contract.
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The U.S. Department of Transportation has committed $547 million
to the Southwest Corridor. Additional millions will come from the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the City of Boston and private in-
vestors. Business and industry are starting to make use of the Cor-
ridor's prime location, close to mass transportation, highways and a
good labor market. Many commercial establishments are expected
to join the development parade.
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The Southwest Corridor Development Plan results from the hard
work and cooperation of both business people, neighborhood resi-
dents, the Federal Government, Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
and the City of Boston. Continued careful coordination of public
and private investment will make the Southwest Corridor a
landmark in joint public and private redevelopment to serve as a
model for other cities.
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A useful plan must be able to accommodate change within a constant
framework. The framework of this Plan is a transportation system
built to serve the neighborhoods through which it passes. The intent
of the Southwest Corridor Development Plan is to improve the com-
munity on a neighborhood-by-neighborhood basis.

All of the new opportunities outlined in this Plan are carefully coordi-
nated with each other, with existing Corridor uses and with City,
State, and Federal projects to insure that they complement and rein-
force existing resources. Uses for most parcels in this Plan are spe-
cifically identified. For other parcels, the Plan isless specific in order
to allow further neighborhood discussion and concensus.

For additional information, please write orcall:

Manager

Southwest Corridor Development
MBTA

50 High Street ;

Boston, Massachusetts 02110
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