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Vizon di Design di Boston
Design pa un Boston Diversifikadu
Virtual Open House
November 2, 2023
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Hello & Welcome
Tell us About Yourself
Tell us your name and which neighborhood you are from!
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Tonight’s Agenda
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Urban Design is…
The art of making places for people.
It is at the intersection of buildings, open spaces, art, transit, businesses, storefront activation,
and more that influences how people experience the city everyday.
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Boston is anchored by history, culture, identity, and people.
There are narratives and lived experiences that are not reflected in the identity of Boston.
These narratives and lived experiences should be uplifted and centered to expand what defines
Boston.
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Unaffordable Housing & Displacement
About 65 percent are renters, and more than half put upwards of 30 percent of their income
toward rent.
Many people of color to head out of the city and settle in more affordable locations.
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Erasure of Cultural Infrastructure
Growth does not have to be about loss and erasure. It is an opportunity to think about ways to
grow and value social and cultural infrastructure to create/preserve a sense of belonging and
identity in neighborhoods.

https://www.boston.gov/news/members-rent-stabilization-advisory-committee-announced
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Key Finding #1
Boston is inherently diverse, but more as a whole
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Whole
Sum of Parts
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Key Finding #2
Boston’s unique urban history means squares and corridors are a key focus.
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Boston’s street grid is unlike any other city in the USA

● Boston’s streets do not follow a consistent set of directions, which creates a unique
sense of (dis)orientation and variation

● The city has pockets of different grids that don’t align with each other
● Boston’s village-like structure is more conducive to non-auto forms of transportation
● Most closely related city is London
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Visualizing Boston’s Squares
“Unlike many places where a square is most often defined by a public open space or civic
structure, here a square is typically defined by an intersection of two or more thoroughfares
and/or other streets. The square’s name further applies to a business district around that
intersection, and sometimes to an entire neighborhood.”
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Key Finding #3
There is fear that unchecked growth could produce homogeneous patterns.
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A Design Vision Must Consider…
Demographics vary across communities
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A Design Vision Must Consider…
Varied communities require different housing needs
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A Design Vision Must Consider…
Historic preservation needs to accommodate the city’s aging buildings
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Key Finding #4
We can learn from diversity that is already shaping the city.
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Symbolic
Everyday
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Design Can Anchor Identities & Belonging
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Tudu morador di Boston debe ser riprizentadu na prédius y na spasus stirior ki ta difini sidadi.
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Tonight
Obrigadu pa bu kontribuison, atravês di bu vós y di bus ideia di módi ki nu pode konstrui un
Boston pa tudu algen.
Vizita 3 stason
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Open House at the Civic Pavilion
October 20 & 23
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PART 1 - Public Space
Ruas
Parkis
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Ruas
The Boston Design Vision recommends building on today’s patterns of use with design, care,
and craft.
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Ruas
Rua di Lazer, Rua Verdi, Rua di Rilaxa
Rua di Kumérsiu, Rua Saudável, Rua Abértu
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Rua di Lazer
Inkorpora iliméntus di lazer pa un grandi variedadi di idadis, pa akomoda midjor jóvens y
famílias ki meste sirkula y fika paradu na ruas di sidadi.
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Rua di Rilaxa
Abrasa putensial di “ténpu livri”, kriandu spasus undi pesoas pode fika paradu, riuni y pâsia.
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Rua Verdi
Kria plantason ki ta riduzi ifeitu di ilha di kalor di nos ruas atravês di plantason di arvis ki ta da
sónbra, polinizadoris, órtas di águ di txuba, y otus karakterístika sustentável.
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Rua di Kumérsiu
Aumenta opurtunidadis pa merkadus di rua, bendedoris y utilizasons di Rés-di-txon, pa kria
grandis rua kumersial.
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Rua Saudável
Utiliza ruas di sidadi komu lugaris di jinástika, saúdi y ben-star, ku séntrus di mobilidadi, stasons
pa akese y rifreska, y iliméntus di parkour.

Slide 32
Rua Abértu
Splora putensial di ruas fitxadu tenpuráriamenti, féstas di zóna y békus, pa ten más spasu
abértu na kurtu prazu.
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Parkis
Vizon di design di Boston sa ta splora putensial di alarga asésu, prugramason y binifísius
kumunitáriu di parkis y spasus abértu di Boston.
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Parkis
Akolhedor, Siguru y Inkluzivu, Saúdi y Ben-star
Nóbu y Bédju, Adaptason a Klima
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Akolhedor, Siguru y Inkluzivu
Bira parkis y spasus abértu más asesível y akolhedor pa tudu algen, atravês di design.
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Saúdi y Ben-star
Aumenta saúdi y ben-star di parkis y spasus abértu, ku atenson spisial na saúdi mental.
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Nóbu y Bédju
Oferese mensajen, prugramason y ekipaméntus ki ta apoia moradoris di “8 a 80” anu – ker
dizer, di tudu idadi y kapasidadi.
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Adaptason a Klima
Diversifika y adapta parkis y spasus abértu di Boston a alterason klimátiku di sidadi, inkluindu
ku stratéjias di rizisténsia a kalor y a inundason.
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Kuzê ki bu atxa di kes ideia li?
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Módi ki bu ta uza ruas di Boston pa konvive y riuni ku otus algen?



Slide 41
How do you use Boston’s Parks
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Ki ideias bu tene pa módi ki parkis y spasus abértu pode kontribui midjor pa saúdi y ben-star di
moradoris di Boston?
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PART 2 - Domestic Realm
Kaza
Varandas
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Kaza
What is a Boston Home?
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Domestic Culture
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Vidru nun paizajen urbanu ka ten personalidadi nen kalor... Stória ten ki lebadu en
konsiderason. Matiriais ta poi lugaris asesível a sértus pesoas, ô nau

- Imari Paris Jeffries



Slide 47
-

Slide 48
Nos é mutu ligadu, purisu stória di un algen ka ta rifleti kumunidadi interu. Nos é un kumunidadi
diversifikadu na kósta lésti. Pesoas ten ki sforsa y stória inkluzivu ten ki ser kontadu

- Amira Madison
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Bostonian Households
Bostonians shared their diverse family and household arrangements through MadLibs.
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Courtyards



Slide 51
Fleksibilidadi y kapasidadi di spanson

Slide 52
Kaza
Unidadis di abitason asesóriu
Abitason Plex
Blókus di altu densidadi
Blókus ku pátiu
Pátius ku jardin
Kazas jeminadu (mews)
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Unidadis di abitason asesóriu
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Kazas jeminadu (mews)
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Abitason Plex
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Pátius ku jardin
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Blókus ku pátiu
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Blókus di altu densidadi
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Varandas
Vizon di design di Boston sa ta testa un variedadi di maneras di utiliza stratéjias di design ki ta
prumove kumunidadi, partikularmenti na spasus di tranzison entri spasus públiku y privadu.
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Kada prédiu ten un singularidadi ki ta nase di lugar. Na futuru, pesoas ten ki rifleti sobri ses
anbienti konstruídu.

- Ifeoma Ebo
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Porches, Stoops and Balconies
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The Porch
Varandas, Parapetu
Jardins, Stoops (skadinhas frenti kaza), Side Yard
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Porches
Common to Boston’s existing housing, porches allow for flexible outdoor space, “eyes on the
street,” personalization and provide for swing season use.
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Side Yard
Wider side yards or thru-block lots offer space for semi-private or shared open space,
neighborhood cut-throughs, and private gardens.
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Jardins
Désdi prugramas di plantason di zóna a órtas kumunitáriu, spasus di jardinajen é un manera
ótimu di maksimiza beléza, prudutividadi y kumunidadi.
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Stoops (skadinhas frenti kaza)
Dja dura ki stoops é un karakterístika di zónas urbanu, y es ta oferese spasus di skala umanu ki
ta prumove y ta lida dirétamenti ku vida na ruas.
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Parapetu
Várius mudansa na topograifa y paredis di sidadi pode oferese parapetu y lugaris pa xinta y
diskansa.
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Módi k’é bu kaza di sonhu na…?
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Kal k’é aspétu, sensason, son, txeru y gostu di bu kaza di sonhu? Kenha ki ta mora na bu kaza
di sonhu?
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Ki mimórias bu ten ki kontise nun skadinha frenti kaza, nun varandinha di andar diriba, nun lóti
di ladu ô nun jardin di frenti?
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PART 3 - Places of Commerce
Lójas
Prasas
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Lójas
Vizon di design di Boston ta tenta dizenvolve un aspétu valiozu di zónas di Boston, obzervadu
na kumentárius di kumunidadi ti gósi – kel testura finu di stabelesiméntus kumersial y
utilizasons lokal, pikinóti y diversifikadu.
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Retail Amenities (Healthcare, Daycare, etc.)
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Lójas
Diversidadi di Kumérsiu a Retalhu, Móntras di Kualidadi
Kuidadu na Ditalhis, Intirior / Stirior
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Diversidadi di Kumérsiu a Retalhu
Insentiva design ki ta pirmiti un variedadi di utilizasons y skalas na rés-di-txon y kumérsiu a
retalhu – inkluindu stabelesiméntus kumersial grandi y pikinóti y inkubadoras.
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Móntras di Kualidadi
Identifika karakterístikas di design ki ta prupursiona un ótimu spiriénsia nun prédiu – désdi
iliméntus ki ta kria interesi vizual ti bórdas permeável.
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Kuidadu na Ditalhis
Diskreve ditalhis spisífiku ki ta prupursiona un spiriénsia vizual y fíziku di kualidadi, désdi
sinalizason y vidrus di janélas ti matiriais y spasaméntu.
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Intirior / Stirior
Splora bareras y opurtunidadis di anima paseiu au longu di móntras, désdi kafés ti lójas na
paseius.
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Boston Prasas
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Boston Prasas
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Allston
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Chinatown
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East Boston
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Upham’s Corner
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What do you go to your neighborhood shops for most often?
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What about these collages reflect Boston to you? What do you envision for the future of square
in your neighborhood?
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What’s Next?
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Where We’re Headed
Summarizing & digesting the input you shared tonight along with what we heard at the October
Open Houses
Refining the innovations, principles, and ideas based on your input
Next phase: Implementation Roadmap
Got questions / comments? Reach out to Breeze Outlaw at breeze.outlaw@boston.gov


