Boston Design Vision

Designing for a Diverse Boston

Virtual Open House
November 2, 2023



Zoom Meeting Info + Tips

The BPDA will be recording this meeting and posting it on the
BPDA's project webpage. If you do not wish to be recorded
during the meeting, please turn off your microphone and
camera.

Zoom controls are available at the bottom of your screen.
Clicking on these symbols activates different features.

Use raise hand function (dial 9 followed by 6 if joining by
phone) and wait to be called upon before asking your question
or providing comment.

A [
Unmute

Mute/unmute  Raise handto getin  Tyrn video on/off
A boston planning & line to ask a question

4| development agency or provide comment




Or

1. Visit slido.com and
Scan this QR 2. Use # bostondesignvision
Code to to join as a participant

access the
online su rVey Joining as a participant? Zcuej?agbi‘zzey‘;“oisem i

The QR Code is the same for all questions.
The questions will automatically be updated as
we go through the virtual open house.



slido

Hello & Welcome!
Tell Us About Yourself!

Tell us your name and which
neighborhood you are from!

@® Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate this poll while presenting.



https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6ImYyYzlkYmZkLTcxNmQtNDJkNS1iZmIzLTE5NTdjZDdiNTcyYiIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTE0ODM3MDMyNjFfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJzaG93UmVzdWx0cyI6dHJ1ZSwicG9sbFF1ZXN0aW9uVXVpZCI6Ijk4ODAxODA0LWE5ZDEtNDg1Ny1hYzZhLWIyOWUyY2ZmYzMwMCJ9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=T3BlblRleHQ%3D

Tonight's Agenda
s i

What is a Design Vision for the City of Boston?
Cuival Draft Innovations

Public Space The street and Park
SHARE YOUR IDEAS!

Domestic Realm The Home and The Porch
SHARE YOUR IDEAS!

Places of Commerce The Square and The Shops
SHARE YOUR IDEAS!

tenoml \X/hat's Next?



Urban Design IS...

BekE=e-

.a-—'

‘AL ,-*.‘ -"!

e,

‘ It is at the mtersectlon of bwldmgs open spaces, art, tran5|t busmesses

[ I N B B N N B B B

storefront ac:jgyahon and more that influences how people expe_nence the c:|t
everyday.

/

%




Boston is anchored by
history, culture, identity,
and people.

There are narratives and
lived experiences that
are not reflected in the
identity of Boston.

These narratives and
lived experiences
should be uplifted and
centered to expand
what defines Boston.



Unaffordable Housing & Displacement
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Manyﬁxpe'ople of color to head out of the

About 65 percent are renters, and more
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than half put upwards of 30 percent of city and settle in more affordable
their income toward rent locations.



https://www.boston.gov/news/members-rent-stabilization-advisory-committee-announced

Erasure of Cultural Infrastructure

Growth does not have to be about loss and erasure. It is an opportunity to think about ways to grow and
value social and cultural infrastructure to create/preserve a sense of belonging and identity in
neighborhoods.

lconic Roxbury Love Mural was demolished""
little warning to the commumty that hadimm

cherished it for years s
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Boston is inherently
diverse, but more as a
whole.



Charlestown

East Boston
West End North End

Allston BeaconHill Downtown
Back Chinatown South
Brighton Bay BayvVilage  Boston
Fenway Waterfront
South End
Longwood

South Boston

Mission Hill

Plain

Dorchester

West Roxbury Roslindale

Mattapan

Hyde Park



Boston’s unique urban
history and form means
squares and corridors are a

key focus.



e Boston's streets do not follow a consistent set of
directions, which creates a unique sense of
(dis)orientation and variation

e The city has pockets of different grids that don't
align with each other

e Boston's village-like structure is more
conducive to non-auto forms of transportation

e Most closely related city is London

Source: Boston Globe (2018)
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https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/07/12/boston-streets-all-sorts-directions-these-charts-prove/aOo2sZ8m47azwy5abuuXNO/story.html

“Unlike many places where a square
is most often defined by a public
open space or civic structure, here a
square is typically defined by an
intersection of two or more

thoroughfares and /or other streets.

The square’s name further applies to
a business district around that
intersection, and sometimes to an
entire neighborhood.”

A city of unsquare squares
Source: Andy Woodruff (2010)

BOSTON?

ANDREW * CENTRAL (CAMBRIDGE) * CENTRAL (EAST BOSTON)
* CITY « CODMAN + COPLEY « DAVIS * DAY * DUDLEY «
EDWARD EVERETT » EGLESTON » HARVARD * HYDE * INMAN «
KENDALL * KENMORE* LIBERTY * LOUISBURG * MATTAPAN -«
MAVERICK « MONUMENT * NORTH * OAK « PIERCE * PORTER
* POST OFFICE » SCOLLAY * SULLIVAN * UNION (ALLSTON) «
UNION (SOMERVILLE) + WASHINGTON + WINTHROP

* X[}



https://andywoodruff.com/blog/boston-squared/

There is fear that
unchecked growth could
produce more

homogeneous patterns.



Population Distribution by Highest Concentrations

Highest Concentrations
Race

of Children under 5
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Source: Analyze Boston (from 2020 US
Census & Climate Ready Boston (2016))



https://data.boston.gov/dataset/2020-census-for-boston/resource/72254c2d-43df-4644-96d2-a84b8c6f97c7

A Design Vision
Must Consider...

Varied
communities
require
different
housing needs
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More children
and families
live in these
neighborhood
S

<’ Source: Analyze Boston
(Property Assessment
2023)


https://data.boston.gov/dataset/2020-census-for-boston/resource/72254c2d-43df-4644-96d2-a84b8c6f97c7

Year Built

A Design Vision
Must Consider...

In the next 25

o o years, nearly all
Historic of the buildings
preservation St
heeds to Historic Districts & iy
accommodate Landmarks  _ Ll <G
the city’s aging (el e T
buildings ¥ [ Vg e
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Source: Analyze Boston (Property
Assessment 2023)


https://data.boston.gov/
https://data.boston.gov/dataset/2020-census-for-boston/resource/72254c2d-43df-4644-96d2-a84b8c6f97c7

Kev Finding #4

We can learn from
diversity that is already
shaping the city.
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Future
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Future
change




Every Bostonian should see themselves
represented in the buildings and outdoor
spaces that define the city.



Tonight

Thank you for contributing
your voice and sharing your
ideas for how we can build a
Boston for everyone!

We'll visit 3 virtual
stations together and
ask for your feedback
on life and design in
the future of Boston.




n House at the Civic Pavilion
ober 20 & 23

' Atop the pavilion overlook

0 PORTRAITS

, SAY CHEESE!
W

Inside the pavilion
THE HOME
A LIFE'S JOURNEY

THE PORCH
COME HANG OUT

LEAF PEEP

THE STREET

2 PLAY ALONG
THE START

WELCOME




PART 1 - Public Space

The Street
The Park



The Street

La calle
/ét:j\é
Cps

The Boston
Design Vision
recommends
building on
today’s patterns
of use with

design, care,

and craft.




The Street

Play Street Green Street Chill Street
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Play Streets

Easy to
maintain

Protected
from road

Incorporate play elements for a wide range of ages
to better accommodate youth and families who need
to move along and linger on city streets.



Chill Streets

Socialize with
friends

Comfortable
seating

Embrace the reality of “down time” by creating
spaces where lingering, gathering, and loitering are
welcome, comfortable, and social.



Shade trees

Green Streets

Places for
access

s4 Stormwater
| landscapes

Polinator
gardens

Plant trees and landscapes that mitigate the
heat island effect via shade trees, pollinator and
stormwater gardens, and other sustainable features.



Commerce Streets

Open, public
seating & tables

Integrated
vendor kiosk

Design streets with spaces for street markets,
vendors, and spill out from groundfloor uses to
create great shopping and dining streets.



Healthy Streets

Fitness
stations

Cool down
zones

Comfort
station

Use linear city streets as places for fitness, active
movement, warming and cooling stations, and
adventure features.



Open Streets

Kids play )
area :

Expand the Open Streets pilot for temporary street
closures, block parties and alleys to provide more
open space on a short- or long-term basis.
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The Park

Welcoming, Safe and Inclusive Health and Wellness

S Multi-use

BN Meditative §
quiet zones §

*% " Family
| gathering space
=B

Group fitness
uipment
4;;‘

YoungtooOld Climate Adaptation

- Resilience
& bl Hub building
B : (,"

@, T

N % .

AR Fn,r S e P N
‘ & g’ Educational
oty o, Ly

N ch—out N
soces
” ’*”

" rmglj b :{’ ‘, | Cooling A‘ j 5 5 \ management

medasures



Welcoming, Safe and Inclusive

= Family
. 1, gathering space

Make parks and open spaces more accessible and
welcoming to everyone through design.



Health and Wellness

. i n L - ! Multi-use
; 5 OIMIMLIIEY M fitness paths §
Meditative | \ Sports Hub o

quiet zones
S\

Water &
shade stops

Grow the health and wellness benefits of parks and

open spaces with a particular emphasis on mental
health.



Young to Oid

Short walking
loops '

amenities that support residents ages “8 to 80” - or
the full range of ages and abilities.



&5 Resilience “eal @ I Stormwater

Hub bUI|d|ng 0 o | Storqge
S “%& NG AP | g1 B - ' - | W,
,E3Educaﬁonal H
£l programs

pA| Cooling
W measures

W &
an

Diversify and adapt Boston’s parks and open spaces
to the city’s changing climate including flood and
heat resilience strategies.
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What do you think of these

ﬁ ideas for Boston's streets?

® Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate
this poll while presenting.



https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=UmF0aW5n
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6ImZkOTEyNTkwLTA0YWEtNDM3MS04NjVhLTJkMjZhYzBhNGQwOSIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTEzNTY4NTcxNTdfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiMTQzMzZjNmYtYzRjNS00YjhiLWE2NzUtOTEwNTg3MDcxOWIxIiwic2hvd1Jlc3VsdHMiOnRydWV9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii

slido

How do you use... Boston's
streets to hang out and

gather with others?

® Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate
this poll while presenting.


https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=UmFua2luZw%3D%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6ImU5MGQyYmJkLWU2OWItNDI5ZS04OGRjLWRiNjUyMjhlNGQyYSIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTE4NTYzOTcwMzBfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiNjEyN2QzNTctOTY4OC00NWQ4LWFhYTMtM2YwMGRjMjkwMjQyIiwic2hvd1Jlc3VsdHMiOnRydWV9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii

slido

How do you use Boston's
Parks?

® Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate
this poll while presenting.


https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=V29yZENsb3Vk
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6IjQwNTM1M2Q3LTQzMzYtNGQzNy1hZTdjLWNiNGZmNjZiMGNiMiIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTE1NDQyODM5MjNfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiZDQ4OWI2YWItMzA1Zi00YjcxLTg0YjItNTI0Y2I3NDA5OGI0Iiwic2hvd1Jlc3VsdHMiOnRydWV9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii
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What ideas do you have for how parks
and open space can better contribute to
the health and wellbeing of Bostonians?

® Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate
this poll while presenting.


https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=T3BlblRleHQ%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6IjYxZjIzMDk5LTRlMTMtNDgyOS1hNGE4LWUzZjUxNWE1NDY3MSIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTMwNTc2MzE2NV8wIiwidGltZWxpbmUiOlt7InBvbGxRdWVzdGlvblV1aWQiOiJkNWM4YTE5Yi0wZjA4LTRlMTEtOTE0Zi05ZTNjNTA4NDM2NTkiLCJzaG93UmVzdWx0cyI6dHJ1ZX1dLCJ0eXBlIjoiU2xpZG9Qb2xsIn0%3D
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii

PART 2 - Domestic Realm
The Home
The Porch
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Glass in a cityscape lacks personality and
warmth... History has to be taken into
consideration. Materials make places

accessible to certain people or not.

- Imari Paris Jeffries
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We are very much connected and hence
telling a story of one person is not
reflective of the whole community.
We are a diverse community on the

east coast. People have to push and the
inclusive story has to be told.

- Amira Madison




Bostonian Households

Bostonians shared their diverse family and llive with my Brothers & Grand-dad

household arrangements through Madlibs.
In an apartment

mom, dad, sister, brother,

Ilive with my grandmother, dog

Intergenerational
household with
granparents who help
with childcare

In a 3 bedroom apartment

| live with my roommates (senior citizens)

Large families with | live with my bTOthCT, sisters, mom,
many children & Step-datd

In a senior citizen home

Seniors who wish to age
in place

Extended families and/
or temporary relative
stays

In a very clean house

Households with
supportive needs

I live with my self
I live with my 4 roommates

In a loft

L

' In 2 family home

\
Students and

roommates shares

I live with my dog and plants

. Single working
in % condo in Norwood because I o

couldn’t afford Boston
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Pocal Interpolation
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| built the 1st

floor.

[ 25 years ago

the ground floor

My father built
43 years ago.




ory Dwelling Units Plex Housing
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Accessory

Additional
Dwelling Units

Common
Backyard

Northwood
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Small
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Plex Housing
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Garden Court
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Open Space as
Community Benefit

J

g Venhicle Free
Zone
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Courtyard Block

' | Community Activities | ‘
Open Space as # T A at Ground Level

Community Benefit
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High Density Block

High Density
(o] (e AVATETES

Ample Natural
Light
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Open Space as X
Community Benefit |
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Community Activities
at Ground Level :




The Porc

El porche
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The Boston Design Vision

i

3

is testing a variety of

R

ways to encourage design
that fosters community
and enables individuality,
particularly in the
transition between public

@ Clippergn
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and private spaces.




Each building has a uniqueness that
is born out of place. Moving into the
future, people need to retlect into their

built environment.

- I[feoma Ebo
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Origins Porches, Stoops, and Balc




Porches Ledges

Expanded
living space

Places for i
self-expression HEECEE Edges that
¢ " 0 g offer benefit

> Informal
“eyes on interaction
the street”

Neighborhood
path

Pollinator - ' B\ Community
plantings : WG N message board

~

Delivery & _
p 8 distribution hub Expanded
Spaces to (G ' planting space
relax




Porches

Common to Boston’s existing
housing, porches allow for flexible
outdoor space, “eyes on the street,’
personalization and provide for
swing season use.

Y Rad? Expanded
living space

Places for
self-expression

“eyes on
the street”




Side Yard

Wider sideyards or thru-block lots
offer space for semi-private or
shared open space, neighborhood
cut-throughs, and private gardens.

Expanded
planting space




Gardens
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Pollinator
plantings

Spaces to
relax

From neighborhood planting
programs to food production,
garden spaces are a great way to
maximize beauty, productivity and
community.




Stoop

Long a hallmark of great urban
neighborhoods, stoops offers
human-scaled spaces that directly
address and foster life of the street.

“ Il | Community
Outdoor Pl message board
§ living room o

Delivery &
distribution hub




Ledges

Various changes in topography and
site walls around the city can offer
ledges and perches for sitting and
resting.

Edgesthat B
offer benﬁt .

(
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What type of home is your

E dream home?

® Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate
this poll while presenting.
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slido

What does your dream home
look, feel, sound, smell, and
taste like? Who lives there?

® Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate
this poll while presenting.
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What memories do you have that took
place on a porch, a stoop, a balcony, a
side lot or in a front garden?

® Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate
this poll while presenting.
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PART 3 - Places of Commerce
The Shops
The Square



The Shops
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The Boston Design Vision
looks to build on a valued
aspect of Boston
neighborhoods noted in
community feedback to
date - the fine-grained
texture of local,

small and diverse ground
floor businesses and uses.
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Retail Diversity

Varied store
j front sizes

Plan for a mix
of businesses

Small or micro
spaces

Work toward design that allows for a range of ground
floor and retail uses and scales - from large footprint
businesses to small businesses and incubators.




Fine-grainecﬂl‘/,,sftorgfronts

Recessed
entryway

Visible
doorways

Welcoming
corner

Identifying the design features that make for a great
experience along a building - from elements that create
visual interest to porous edges.



Care in Detailing

8 Expressive
s sighage

Describe the specific details that provide a quality visual
and physical experience, from signage and window
glazing to materials and spacing.,



Inside [ Outside

B Waiting area
spillover

Exploring the barriers and opportunities to enlivening
the sidewalk along storefronts, from spill-out cafes to
sidewalk shopping.
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What do you go to your neighborhood shops for
most often?

® Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate
this poll while presenting.
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What about these collages reflect
Boston to you? What do you envision for
the future of square in your
neighborhood?
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this poll while presenting.
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What's Next?



Where We're Headed

e Summarizing & digesting the input you shared
tonight along with what we heard at the October
Open Houses

e Refining the innovations, principles, and ideas
based on your input

* Next phase: Implementation Roadmap

Got Questions/Comments? Reach out to
Breeze Outlaw at breeze.outlaw@boston.gov



Design Vision Timeline

Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Phase 1: Benchmarking Research

e L

Deliverables
Peer Cities Design Vernacular Community Design Implementation
Matrix Report Engagement Visioning Roadmap + Design
Interview City Process/ Strategy & Package Strategies, Policy
Findings Policy Assessment Summary Recommendations

Summary



