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Ongoing Mobility Projects Downtown
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A. In Kilby and Milk Streets, merge the
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Strengthen connections to and throughout Downtown, with a focus on active
transportation, transit, and other non-vehicular modes of transportation.

Ongoing & Potential Projects

Pedestrian an
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Enhance access to housing and amenities Downtown for all levels of affordability,

stages of life, and backgrounds.

Actions

Incentivize the growth of a small business support program
that is funded by new development and redevelopment.
BOPA, 0EO!

Create low- or rent-free spaces in vacant upperfloor office
spaces, both temporarily and permanently, for startups,
nonprofits, and small businesses. B0PA, DE0]

Expedite/streamline inspection services for first-time brick-
and-mortar retail businesses. 80PA, IS0, OEOI

Facilitate the location of short-term and temporary uses

in vacant ground floor retail spaces by streamlining the
permitting process for short-term occupation. B0PA, ISI

OEOI

Develop a new process for licensing or permitting Food &
Beverage businesses to improve access for M/WBES and first-
time brick-and-mortar businesses, advocating for change to
state-level regulations as needed. B0PA, 150, OEO!

Proactively engage communities throughout Downtown,
informing them of economic development opportunities
Downtown, via OEOI and local non-profit organizations.

B0

E0I

Inventory vacant ground floor spaces at semi-annual intervals

to track trends and help connect potential tenants with
landlords. 0£0!

Incentivize new uses for underutilized parking garages that
create opportunities for public amenities and spaces. B0PA

Encourage a diversity of uses in the Financial District by
incentivizing small business. E0PA

Reserve space in new projects or on publicly owned parcels
for rotating artists’ space; spaces should include necessary
infrastructure (water, electric, data) and a public-facing
component (either visible from public realm or prominent
signage).

Incentivize placement of community infrastructure such as
schools, libraries, and recreation centers alongside or as part
of proposed development. B0PA

Promote dense, mixed-use development, and grow and diversify active ground-
floor uses, especially legacy and small businesses.

Agencies responsible
are highlighted

Policy timeline to be
added in the final plan

L



*ﬂﬁ%lﬂﬁ - =M

= e RTESOEAHAT 2 BF—BEE, IRSHESR,

: =4 : - AHERZFEHN/ME AL,
e, o HEZEENERTFE ENMAZEIE, AHUEILATE. IEEFALF/NEISEIGRT K ARERE
B SRFAZE (),

o MIR/EEXSHBISLAEFERWHIRETRIE,
o WIARBEFITAMBI & FZEIBY/NE TR,

s UFRRKRAKE, FRF ROFRAERPABERTE SN ERATRONEETERN 2.
3 FS e  MEBRHIECHKABRHEEMN FEMMPA, MREAFAITE ERLTHHREE 80
FRAFLREFERERETARELRER
o AR TR RO MHEE RMEETE TS FREME,

228



- —
SEHESRNG - ~H)
Improve existing public spaces and create new ones that invigorate downtown

year-round.
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1. Scale, Massing, & Articulation

1.1Block Size

Reduce the scale of large blocks wherever possible to maintain permeability and
shape sites and buildings to respond to the prevailing scale of the area.

a

When possible, preserve the width of existing storefronts and retain existing
buildings, or building frontages in the case where existing buildings are in poor
condition.

FHE (1

v eyt X

. Maintain existing passages and alleys or provide an interior public passage
along the same or similar alignment.

Seize site design opportunities for both buildings and the public realm to
celebrate and reinforce alignments and irregularities in downtown’s historic
urban fabric.

. Site and building design should establish, respect, or enhance mid-block open
space.

Chinatown: Include mid-block open s hen developing existing surface

®

. Provide new streets, mid-block alleys, pedestrian paths, courtyards, and plazas
that connect with other streets and public or common open spaces

Transportation building.

1.2 Building Massmg

| Sncpe buildings to respect the scale of the surrounding context and mitigate
| impacts on nearby buildings and the public reaim.
|

lines of abutting buildings. Particular attention should be paid to the base or
first 5 to 6 stories of abutting buildings in the Ladder Blocks, Wharf District,

] a. Reference and respond to the height, massing, and important architectural
1 and Chinatown.
|
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2. Active Ground Floors & Loading

2.1 Active Uses

Design ground floors to include and feature active ground floor uses that support
pedestrian-oriented activity and serve the local community and Downtown visitors.

a. Active and public uses include, but are not limited to: retail, creative
workspaces, small enterprise businesses, cultural venues and institutions,
services for the public, and community spaces.

b. Designing for and providing space (especially small scale affordable
commercial space) to small, locally-owned, and diverse-owned businesses is
encouraged.

1]

Publicly accessible, active ground floor uses should be available on every block
that is not service-oriented, and placed as frequently as possible to support a
diversity of experiences.

|

Maximize the transparency of ground floor commercial facades such as with
operable windows and take clues from adjacent older storefronts in terms of
fenestration, signage location and doorways.

Orient and integrate courts, entries, lobbies, large windows and balconies to
face streets, public parks, plazas and open spaces to provide more opportunity
for safety and interaction.

Ensure privacy to ground floor residential units either through raising the
groug~ ————
2,2 Building Entrances
Locate primary building entries on active primary streets and oriented to the public

realm.
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3. N FEShE 3. Public Realm

3.1 Public Realm Activation 3.2 Public Art

Wherever possible enhance and expand the public realm and create publicly Find opportunities to include public art and integrate features that highlight the

3.1 BiEA T
accessible permanent or temporary open space that activates the streetscape and history and culture of local communities.

L A A
)g ﬂ- BE E:& E *l] ?r- x /A ;:l\: 7ﬁiﬁ , ﬁIJ J (=] E_I- 1#\: /A //\I\\ﬁ Fﬁ E"] promotes use year-round. a. Incorporate art, murals, and local artifacts as key public features, located with
~ N - —_ a. Design elements to maximize physical comfort. Consider solar orientation, attention to visibility.
7e)a] EMLEATS, IBE44E
7-‘K R EE IIE Etj-a:F ﬁ& = I Ej , ﬁ}rl[,1t 11]- =, TEME é E"] *IJ Fﬁ shade, wind, light levels, flood protection throughout all seasons.
573

5 . g z N ’ Chinatown: Work
$ b. Encourage a variety of shading and rain protection structures in places with to identify opport ntegration of public art that highfights the
o

high solar exposure, especially where tree planting is less viable. history and culture of Chinatown.
c. Utilize flexible furniture and seating paired with building awnings and plantings

3 2 /\#2* 10 eNcoUrage use.
° A d. Program privately-owned public spaces such as dining and cafe seating to

SHEHARERONE, BARE LF BRI L.
R AL,

FER, BEEMESMXMEATENAHEFE, T
BAESINTEEMIEL,

inatown community organizations and artists
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4, Sustainability & Climate Resilience

4.1 Existing Standards

Adhere to existing green building and
standards including:
Article 37 of the Boston Zoning Code sustainability standards and LEED rating
system (required for all buildings subject to Article 80)
Zero Net Carbon (ZNC) policy and standards
Smart Utilities Policy (BSU)
Building Emissions Reduction and Disclosure Ordinance (BERDO)(required for
all building >20,000 sf)
Zero Waste Boston Initiative
Heat Resilience Solutions For Boston Plan
Groundwater Conservation Overlay District (where applicable)
Coastal Flood Resilience Overlay District (as codified in Article 25A)
Coastal Flood Resilience Design Guidelines
Mayor’s Office of Housing Design Standards
City of Boston Green Infrastructure Standards
Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook and Stormwater Standards

and resilient

4.2 Design Strategies

Buildings should mitigate energy needs and be designed to prepare for, easily
recover from, and adapt to site-relevant climate hazards:
Flat roofs should have a Solar Reflective Index** of 78 or greater
Buildings should have green, white, and/or blue roofs to minimze heat island
effect and stormwater impact
Vegetate as much as possible available open space including roofs, balconies,
and stepbacks.
Implement Cool Wall facades when possible. “Cool-wall material” must be
opaque to sunlight, exhibit an initial solar reflectance of at least 0.60, and
exhibit an initial thermal emittance of at least 0.75. (LEED v4.1 Heat Island
Mitigation via cool walls pilot credit)
- Include building projections, shading devices, canopies, and overhangs (that do
not interfere with tree plantings) to decrease cooling loads and solar heat gain
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Existing use definitions and categories in the
zoning code are often inconsistent and
prohibitive, creating obstacles for retail and
entertainment businesses that could help
revitalize and activate Downtown.
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