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Planning involves creating a shared vision for where we want 
to be in the future.

It maps out the path to implement that vision. 

What is planning
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Planning for cities focuses on context, and the link between the 
character of neighborhoods and quality of life.

What is planning
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Planning is an interdisciplinary field dedicated to systematic 
and creative approaches to improving communities and places. 

What is planning
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The planning process requires the participation of all the 
stakeholders in a community to be meaningful and sustainable.

Who plans
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Planning will produce a framework to predictably shape the 
future of our neighborhoods and will identify opportunities to 
preserve, enhance and grow.

Why do we plan



9

Why do we plan

Imagine Boston 2030 Department of Neighborhood 
Development

Mayor’s Office of Arts and 
Culture

Boston Department of the 
Environment

Boston Department of 
Transportation

Mayor’s Office of Resilience 
and Racial Equity
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Why do we plan
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Where will we plan

DRAFT

East Boston 
Neighborhood 
Boundary

PLAN East Boston 
Study Area
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How do we plan
Planning relies on the use of both 
quantitative and qualitative analysis,
combined with direct community engagement.
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How do we implement the plan
The primary tools of planning are policy, urban design 
guidelines and zoning.
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What is zoning
Zoning intends to protect and enhance neighborhoods from the 
development of buildings or uses that are incompatible with their 
surrounding context.

Zoning regulates the type and size of development.
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What is zoning
Zoning is informed by planning.

When zoning is strictly applied, zoning produces greater 
predictability in the built environment.
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Development 
There have been 58 ZBA cases 
in East Boston in 2018.

There are currently 16 active 
Article 80 projects. 
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The Interim Planning Overlay District (IPOD) is temporary zoning 
code adopted by the City for a geographic area which is undergoing 
a longer term planning or zoning process. 

It ensures that projects seeking approval in the near term will meet 
the goals of the longer term planning or zoning process, rather than 
continuing current development patterns.
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What is an Interim Planning Overlay District



The IPOD will send more projects to the Zoning Board of Appeals.

The IPOD will not change the current ZBA process for community input.
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What does that mean
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How will the IPOD work
The IPOD will increase public review of proposed new development 
by requiring all development projects that

A. erect a building with more than 1,000 GSF
B. extend a building by more than 1,000 GSF
C. alter the exterior cornice line, street wall or height of an 

existing building
to submit to the Zoning Board of Appeals, even if the project would 
not have required zoning relief.
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How will the IPOD work

A. erect a building with more than 1,000 GSF



23

How will the IPOD work

A. erect a building with more than 1,000 GSF
B. extend a building by more than 1,000 GSF
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How will the IPOD work

A. erect a building with more than 1,000 GSF
B. extend a building by more than 1,000 GSF
C. alter the exterior cornice line, street wall

or height of an existing building
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Where will the IPOD
effect

DRAFT

East Boston 
Neighborhood 
Boundary

East Boston IPOD
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When will the IPOD start
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Next Steps

Please save the date
Wednesday, November 14, 2018

In the meantime, get involved
bit.ly/PlanEastBoston


