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Upham'’s Corner Arts'Innovation District
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The idea behind a “neighborhood innovation district” is that empowering and investing in the
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entrepreneurial talent that already exists in our neighborhoods creates sustainable economic

c\)pt‘ni‘ty.THis idea was literally crowd sourced from the community. In 2015, a committee of

community_members;thought-leaders, and public servants recommended investing in
. nfome

Square-Ypham'’s Corner £orridor to pilot neighborhood innovation districts. This idea |

the city-wide-plan, Imagine Bo

n 2030, which focuses on Upham's Corner as a pilot for how the
City can enhance neighborhoods in a

t affirms each area’s distinct identity. )T'
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We want to create a ne!ﬂhborhood innovation district that builds on the strengths of Upham’s ¢
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Corner. The area is already a hub of creative activity, including: the historic Strand Theatre, small

businesses supported by Upham'’s Corner Main Streets, artist entrepreneurs at the Fairmount
Innovation Lab, the Upham’s Corner Branch Library, and the neighborhood’s‘ role as a place in

which multiple immigrant cultures thrive. Upham'’s Corner is also a place of creative partnerships,

with collaborations like tke Fairmount Cultural Corridor and a long history of advocacy with <

Dudley Street Neighborliood Initiative that has always included arts, culture, and creative %Q
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Together, we envision an Arts and Innovation District where: M?/—E\/\:P,Q Q\;’\/& ‘
¢ Community and economic development are anchored by cultural acti\;ity' Visul fod- )\DJ;S@.\\

 Local entrepreneurs, small businesses, and artists collaborate and thrive

e City and community partners come together to engage in creative problem-solving for the future

. cLYneE
of the neighborhood + gmwugm REMK (. ~+ COLADL ORATIVE SRAGE
1oUNDAZR. SPACES— 1) TO ONLI2¢ *

o How will vesidents Laetf¥ 2 €4 wrb the VSion  WHAT DOES A H " ONTAL > 4\@ \\

[[\}I\JD\AT[ ON RCL. At vy
What are the benefits? *PES b d /tz 77

e Residents will have access to more affordable housing in their neighborhooa
e Residents will have more opportunities to participate in cultural activity

e Upham’s Corner will add permanently affordable land to the DNI Land Trust
e Local businesses will benefit from public safety and infrastructure improvements and increased
foot traffic from new developments, housing, and cultural activity

e Local artists will have more opportunities to grow their practice, show and sell their work, and
collaborate with other creative entrepreneurs

* The neighborhood will have a new Upham'’s Corner Branch Library with unique space an
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e Boston will have a thriving Strand Theatre that serves as a cultural anchor to youth and the

diverse communities in the neighborhood and beyond
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The City, in partnership with DSNI, is developlng parcels to build aﬁordable housing, build a new

Upham’s Corner Branch Library, find a new operator for the Strand Theatre, and support a vibrant

business district. Parcels will be advertised to developers through a Request for Proposals - a LYOWT wa L

process that is informed by a series of community meetings that began in the fall of 2017. \Lmﬂaﬁ
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community to guide and oversee new developments that respond directly to needs |dent|f|ed by

the community. These projects will help create an Arts Innovation District with affordable housing

and commercial space, thriving arts and cultural amenities, and stron%partnershlps with existing

1 S A
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2. New Programs and Targeted lnvestments X N

The City is also exploring ways to concentrate investment in Upham s Corner by promoting the

arts and innovation economy. This includes investing in infrastructure, public safety improvements,

Caan f{-e
and new pilot programs that provide technical assistance for artists and small businesses. i
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The Clty will also work on the following recommendations, which were expressed during the W Yo

Uphams Corner Implementation process as well as from the 2015 Neighborhood Innovation WY
District Committee report: W\/@N\SW‘
e Capitalize on the Strand Theater as an anchor %V\\/‘V:\,\/

* Invest in the local creative, food, and education economies \‘jﬂm

® Support core skill areas needed for entrepreneurs, artists, and mnovators through three Oul B
iInterventions - mentoring, entrepreneurship boot camp and targeted voca;tlonal tralnlng L’i\/&f\%@

* Instead of a largely regulatory government that typically sees itself as saying “no,” government
should instead aim to say yes more quickly and to urge entrepreneurs onward

* The district should provide affordable space for entrepreneurs and artists and allow ready access

to robust transit \
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The City is working on many initiatives that speak to these recommendations already - including
the Small Business Center, small business loan programs, grants for individuals who need capital to
create, technical assistance and asset-matching programs for artists, and staff dedicated to
helping individuals navigate permitting and other City processes. During 2018-2019, the City will
focus existing initiatives to Upham'’s Corner as well as pilot new programs. Temporary activations,
pop-ups, and new programs at the Strand and in buildings and spaces around Upham’s Corner will

also help test new ideas and partnerships to inform long-term investments.
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