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Sign-In

A Library, a Theatre and More
Mayor’s Office of Economic Development & Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative
Andrew Grace, OED, Director of Economic & Strategic Planning
Harry Smith, DSNI, Director of Sustainable Economic Development

Reimagining the Public Library
Boston Public Library
David Leonard, President

Table Discussion

Community Share-out

Up Next: November 30
Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture
Kara Elliott-Ortega, Director of Planning and Policy

6:00 - 6:10

6:10 - 6:25

6:25 - 6:45

6:45 - 7:30

7:30 - 7:50

7:50 - 8:00

Tonight’s Agenda
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OCT 04 2017
Open House

SEP 07 2017
Working Advisory

OCT 26 2017
Working Advisory

NOV 15 2017
Working Advisory

DEC 06 2017
Working Advisory

JAN 2017
Working Advisory

FEB 2017
Working Advisory

MAR 2017
Working Advisory

NOV 02 2017
Workshop

Uses / Library

NOV 30 2017
Conversation
Uses / Strand

DEC 12 2017
Workshop

Scenarios / Trade-offs

JAN 2018
Workshop

FEB 2018
Draft
RFP

SPRING 2018
Release

RFP

Implementation Phase 1
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Implementation Phase 2

Release
RFP(S)

Bidder’s
Conference

Response to
RFP(S) Due

Review /
Presentation

Permitting
Process 24 - 30 Months

Select
Development

Teams

ACTIVE COMMUNITY DISCUSSIONS THROUGHOUT TO SHAPE

Library Design
Strand Design & Operation

Mixed-Use Development

Approvals
In Place

SPRING
2018

SUMMER 
2018

FALL 
2018

SPRING 
2019

Construction
Begins

FALL
2019
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Uses are a reflection of development priorities, and have been 
derived from the community vision and planning process.

Upham’s Corner is a revitalized commercial, cultural and 
community center that is a celebration of diversity and an 
arts and cultural anchor of the Fairmount Indigo Corridor.

Implementation of Community Vision
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CULTURAL
INSTITUTION

AFFORABLE
HOUSING

AFFORDABLE
COMMERCIAL

Mix of Housing
Artist Live / Work

Public Library
Strand Theatre

Creative Commercial
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PUBLIC
LIBRARY

STRAND
THEATRE

AFFORDABLE
COMMERCIAL

AFFORABLE
HOUSING

ARTIST
LIVE / WORK

CREATIVE
COMMERCIAL

ART & 
INNOVATION

DISTRICT
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PUBLIC
LIBRARY

What would make a 
library in Upham’s Corner

special or unique?
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Upham’s Corner Public Library
David Leonard

Boston Public Library, President
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Boston Public Library
Free to all
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Education / Arts & Culture / Civic Engagement

Reading & literacy services
Programs & spaces

Access to information via staff and technology
Enagagement with our cultural heritage
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The first Upham’s Corner Branch 
was located in a periodical store on 
Dudley Street and opened in 1899.



Upham’s Corner Implementation Workshop | November 02, 2017 14

The Upham’s Corner Branch 
opened at its current location 
at 500 Columbia Road in 1904.
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Today the branch features a fiction 
collection strong in African American 
fiction, romance, and thrillers; and 
nonfiction special collections for 
adult learners, including literacy, 
exam books, and career exploration.
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•	Adult area

•	Children’s area

•	Teen’s area

•	Borrower’s Desk

•	Staff Offices

•	Work Room

•	Staff Break Room 

•	Community Room 

•	Study/conference room

•	Storage room

•	Restrooms

Library
Core Program
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•	Located primarily in one continuous space 

all on the first floor level 

•	Located at the front of the building so that 

the library space is visible from the street 

•	To have its own, prominent, entrance off of 

the street with large signage

Library
Design Priorities
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East Boston Jamaica Plain Grove Hall Mattapan Central

Recent Renovations
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East Boston
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Jamaica Plain
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utiledesign.comDudley Branch Library |  City of Boston Public Facilities Department    Boston Public Library

Demonstration Kitchen
(DD Layout)
• Kitchen Appliance Scope shown in 

DD Plans:
– Refrigerator
– Dishwasher
– (2) 6-burner gas cooktop
– (2) wall ovens
– Exhaust hood

Dudley
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Vaughn Civic Resource Library
Ontario, Canada

Dalarna Media Library
Falun, Sweden

Hyundai Card Music Library
Seoul, South Korea

Features a triple-height atrium space with raked seating which 

provides an open seating area which can also operate as 

informal presentation space.

Featuring tools for 21-century learning including 3D printers, 

a media suite and audio and video recording studios. Movable 

book stacks allow staffers and patrons to morph the space.

Featuring a rare vinyl record library above an underground 

stage for concerts up to 500 people, and three studios where 

musicians can practice and record demos.
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Discussion
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Share-out
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Up Next in Upham’s Corner
Kara Elliott-Ortega 

Director of Planning and Policy, Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture 



Upham’s Corner Implementation Workshop | November 02, 2017 27

PUBLIC
LIBRARY

STRAND
THEATRE

AFFORDABLE
COMMERCIAL

AFFORABLE
HOUSING

ARTIST
LIVE / WORK

CREATIVE
COMMERCIAL
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INNOVATION

DISTRICT
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STRAND
THEATRE

Community Conversation
November 02,2017



Upham’s Corner Implementation Workshop | November 02, 2017 29

Upham’s Corner Implementation
Workshop | November 30, 2017 

Strand Theatre

http://bit.ly/uphamscornerimplementation​


