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West End History
and How We See It
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b) A constructive approach, leading to
full enjoyment of natural amenities and
stable values.
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West End Area
Planning Study

STHEETS awa S gkt o
(EX/STIAE)

_ SR - Af'{fa PN o T
LACAL S7Rmers




l mgj! j;







4

¢

West End Area
Planning Study

Conditions Analysis
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Rennovations
Planned/in Progress

PedestrinnVohicle Conflict

Major Vehicle Route

eo o rJn'-‘> Heed for Pedestrian
Improvements

Poor Edge Conditions

Improvements Planned

Planning Area

Boston Redevelopment Authority
July, 2002
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The 2002-2003
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T A 1AMIWORS TOR FUANRIRG TR

Evvating awd under consruction
7 2 . - o . apen space and recrention
Oipen space 1n the West End Area serves the community by providing an experience facitiries in the West End Areo
of nature, and by making connections both visually and physically. Throoghout the

district, a variety of open spaces provides places for recreation. pathways for strolling

Principles

and mesting neighbors, groen lowns as calm onses for busiling institutions, and a link
i the Charles River. Open space is a beloved element of the overall neighborhood's
charncter

Maximizing and preserving open space is o paramount interest, particularly for the
residential community of the Wesi End Area. Finding ways io botior connect these
open spaces o one anather and to the rest of the dty's network of sidewalks, parks
and plazas, and ensuring they are designed and maintained for o diversity of useres,

would further improve what is already a cherished component of ihe neighborhood

Open Space

3 St munsurm:hlrﬂw ibke by a Principle
s Maintain and enhance Thoreau Path as the major 5 2 s o y 1 2
pedestrian connector within Charles River Park. mmwm'mﬁ\eﬂmlﬂm
s Create more visible and pleasant podestrian pathways e
that connect Thoreau Path with surrounding streets,
MBTA stations, and the Charkes River Esplanade. Nashis Srost Arss 9
*  Take advantage of the intersections of pathways to s Design Nashua Street and connections 1o It o
Well-maintained plantiag is a create places foe sitting and gathering. encourage pedestrian activity, with wida sidewalks,
aae S o f i oy »  Ensure that the current image of the residential area safe crosswalks, streot trees, pedestrian-scaled Eghting
romairs (the amangemont of walking paths, Liwns, and active ground-floos uses. Continue this treatment
small plazis, planted areas, recreational courts, and 10 Causeway Street when the Green Line viaduct is
playgrounds), and thal any new open spaces ara i
: ear Maishou Steeet Prark,
msnm:,, e ko b « Provik safe, attractive and visiblo pedestrian S r.:;?.'.f?ﬁ.. will
; extemd the Charles River Basin
«  Continye the high level of maintenance of the mm‘““'mms::*h*;:ﬂ“ prrk sysiem
landscape throughout the West End Arca, open spaces being developad in the lower
k Rivor Basin to ensure that they become part of the
»  Design open space to take advantage of visual links city's epan
to other neighbodhoods thereby creating a sense of ¥
connection fo the city as a whole.
Lindemann Cender & Brooke Court House
Charkes River Plaza Acvea s Encourage greater use of the padestrian connections ]
. = Emure that streets and sidewalks, as special types between the green space in the Lindemann Conter
of opon spaces, sene as connectons for pedestrians plaza and the surrounding stroets.
be the sub and the s fing city. s Restore 1o open space use and preserve the plaza

Lanen wt MGH offers

»  Design attractive sicliewalks that encourage walking
lry including street trees, lighting and other amenities.
Prowide surfaces that are (riendly to all pedestrians,
including those with disallities,

at the intersection of Mermrimac and Staniford streets
fthereby removing the parking); of, pressrve for
community-ofented reiail.

A greem oasis lies in The middle of
the Lindemana Cenler




Character

Principles

Small-seale residentiol foun
srmen can be found amos,
faller busibelings in Ch
Park, creding o oiiwranl

wncd Lyper of housing slo

o major component of the area’s
charmcler

Conity

The West End Area's distinctive character is dorived both from physical features and

from human qualitics. Omn the physical side, Charles River Park’s “towers in the park”

urban design style, s hallmark of Modernism, contributes to its uniquenoss within
Roston and to the aitraction many residents feel for the area. The large-scale blocks,
constrained by the regional transportation infrastructure on the north and wost sides
identify this area as o product of 20* contury planning and the urban renewal era
World-class medieal institutions established the surrounding historic urbon setting,
and offer sooess to a multitude of jobs and top-quality health care to residonis and
buminess people

Socially, the West End Ares is a desirable place for people to live, work, and visit. 1t
i= n mafe and welcoming neighborhood, offering n variety of building ivpes and heighis
in the residentinl community. The diversity of age. income and ethnicity of residonts
as well as the sense of 5 stable and affordable community are highly valued atiributes
thast shoulid be respected and preserved

Charles River Pack:

T »  Respit the established character of the residential
aroa and rocognize its historic rebevance.

»  Introduce new housing as townhouses, at the scale
of the Back Bay or historic West End (see Workshop
saction, sarting page 21, for further elaboration),
that complement the existing bowers,

» Maintain the high level of public safety within the
neighborhecd.

Charles River Plara A

= »  Screen parking from the stroet with active retail or
othar ses.

Massachusetts Goneral Hospital Camypus
] *  Increase appropriate visual and physical access info

the MGH campus by developing morne active and
Inviting streets, public ways, and walkways, with
frequent buikding entrances, retail and service uses
along the streets, and appropeiate signage,

*  Like streot trees and other streefscape amenities 1o
soften blank or inactive buikling facades.

o Place loarding facilities off major sreets and enclose
ihem lo screen wrwanted views.

LTI FAAMEWORR TOR FLARRING THE

Nashua Street Area

Develop the Mashua Street anca as an extension

of the West End Area and a connection 1o the
Bulfinch Trianghe and Mashua Street Park asea,
through compatibike land uses and strong pedestrian
comneCtions.

Creale a now pedestrian environment along Martha
Road that replaces the car-oriented look of driveways,
drop-oifs and interrupted sidewalks.

Untilize street trees and other landscape amenities o
screen the Green Line viaduct and highway ramps
along Martha Road.

Locate height and density appropriate 1o the North
Station transit hub location, while limiting impacts 1o
the existing residential anvas.

Lindemann Cenler & Brooke Court House

Create mone inleractive building edges with lregquent
entrances (including reopening entrances that have
heen closed) and retail or service uses.

Us strot trees and other landscape amenities 1o
improve: the pedostrian environment along inactive
building facades, especially along Staniford Stroet.

The large blacks im the Weat End
Arvar crvale o focws of oolivily of Lhe
wenier of ke block. In other neigh
Barhoods, st b da Peccon Ll and
the North End, the activity is more
af the sdge of the black

Community
Character
Principles

Mony West End Area nesidemts
enjory high-rise Kring




Y Pedestria

Principles

ceasful srevia balance lhe

neweds of pedestrians aud iehicles

= —

This gateway on Boplston Street
Fromaferma o sisple path belween
buildimgs to suggest dlis 15 am
enfry lo som e Ring sperial.

A good transportation network secommodates all modes of transportation and

integrates them in ways that are safs, efficient and that contribule to the avorall
environment for those who live, visit and work in an area. The West End Area is
fortunate to be served by major public transit lines nnd to have a well-used existing
pedestrian notwork, as weoll as regional rondway connections. Maintaining the area’s
excellent and integrated transportation systoms and providing o safe and enjoyalile
pedestrinn environment is key to its continued desirability. Strategies that can better
accommodate pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders and the car—on streets, highways
and in parking—ean alleviate specific teaffic concerns in the community, and provide

strong links to surrounding neighborhoods

Charles River Park

Accommedate vehicles in ways that improve the

i .

Expand and enhance the walkways that conmect
Thoreau Path with the surrcunding streets and
neighborhoods.,

Guide visitors through the area with landscape
featurss, chear routes to building entrances and
appropriate signage.

Provide clearos, safer and more pedestrian-friendly
connections to Charles Street, Science Park and North
Station META stations,

Provide a means of traffic calming on Cardinal
O'Connell Way to reduce traffic speed and increase
pedestrian safety.

Charles River Plaza Area

b -

Croate mane convenient, sale and attractive
pedestrian routos between the retail services in
Charles River Plara and the residential arcas,

Massachuselts General Hospital Campus

Create connections batween pedestrian pathways in
Charles River Park and the public circulation through
the campus. Such connections include from Thorau
Path to the CharlesMGH Red Line Station and from
the Esplanade to Blossom Street.

ST IRAMIWDER FOE FLARNING TH

+  Operate city sireeis in the MCH area fo encourage
efficient vehicular circulation and easy acoess to the
regional natwork.

»  Prowade signs to orent drivers and pedestrians o,
from, and within the MGH campus.

Mshicia St Ara

*  Provide safe and aftractive pedestrian connections
between the Mishua Stroet arsa and Charles River
Park at Lverett Circlo, and across Lomasnry Wiy
between Charles River Park and Morth Station,

s Create a clear pedestrian path from North Station o
Charles River Park, and into the MCH campas.

-

Encourage the MBTA to upgrade Science Park Station,
providing handicapped access and utilizing the
pedestrian bridge as a connection between Mashua
Stroot and Charles River Park.

Lindemann Center & Brooke Couwrt House

Imparove the existing pedestrian paths to encourage
walking through the Lindemann plaza, thereby
connecting Covernment Center with the Esplanade
and breaking down the “super block” quality of the
West End Area.

Encourags thee ise of signage 1o aid poedestrian acoess

Iransportation
& Pedestrian
Circulation

.
Principles

Thoreas Foth forma a eontral
pedesdrumn spiae Threugh Charles
River Park

The reconstruction of Charles
Sireet sicriion will snhamce ibe
image and funclionalily of public
transit in the Weat End Ares.
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F' rinci i] I es The proximity of internationally-renowned modical facilitios with o rather dense
residential community and the quality of being surrounded by major iransporiation
infrastructure at the edge of o vibrant downtown are the dominant land wse
characteristics of the West End Area. Ench type of land uses in the aros—residential,
institutional, commercial. recreational—tends to be concentrated and somewhat
separated from other uses. There is a relatively small amount of “mixed - use,” and this
oeeurs only in certain parts of the neighborhood |

LAND USE APPROACH Twa schools of thowght inform discussions about land use in the West End Area.  One
A mix of uses and the in interest in keeping land uses separate. Yot it has also been suggested that the
introduction of commumity introduction of o more “mixed” quality, done sensitively, could be beneficial to the

amenities could benesfit the :
neighborhood livability of the ares, For exa
in the neighborhood coulil be supported by additional community service conters,

it ie generally balieved that residonts and workers

affordable housing. community-ortentod retail snd cultureal uses

P Charkes River Plaza Area Land Use
) *  Line stroets and public ways with uses that promote k !’r'iru i|‘h-,.\
*  Encourage appropriately-sized restaurants and activity, such as shogs, restaurants, and public
retail uses 1o onliven the neighborhood and support gathering spaces.
nesiclents. «  Replace the parking facing Cambridge Strest with
active wses.
i = Maintain the charcter and accessibility of open
Active waes at the ground level heip space in the neighborhood.
enlisen lh:m-i creafing an il Missachusetts Ceneral Hospital Campes
[ AT
ing At o Maintain cobesive residential quality. = Enliven the sidewalks along Blossom Street and &
Cambridge Streal with appropriate community-friendly
*  Maintain a range of residential unit types that will uses, activities and streetscape elements,
support a diverse population in the neighborhood.
= Utiliae opportunities o replace surface and above- Nashua Sireet Ara -
grade parking with other uses. s Maximize development opportunities in the Mashua
Streat ared, especially for resicential uses, and organia
*  Ensure that any new residential dovelopment is land uses 4o mutend the Vest End Area neighborhood.
designed in locations and scales that respect and | s« Encourage mixid-iso dovelopment in the area with
complement the established amangement of buildings active ground-floor es as appropriate.
B, Opsee R o Expand residential uses inlo the Nashua Stroot ama, Norer howaing in the Wot Exd
Area should incliude o varicy
+ - nootngs cnmeriniy fnciivss BN e the o o e A8
neighborhood, Lindemann Conter & Brooke Courl House
s Encourage the State to incorporale community-friendly @
facilities in any now reuse or redevalopment plans,




R LTI PRAMIWORE FOR PLARNING THE

The community facilities exasting
wiithin the West End Ares supply
goods and services fo Lhe area's
remdents and veidova, and ohe
Convenient necoss to goods and services is an important measure of the livability—the sasly pecmibis by poderions
quality of life—of n neighborhood. The ability to walk to a grocery siore, o restaurant
rocrentional facilities, a health club, school. or day-care center and to have a variety of
shaops and services to chooss from, make o neighborhood o desirable place to live, work
and conduct business, The West End Aren has a number of establishments providing
retail, public safoty nnd social services o those who live snd work in the neighborhood
As the area grows and develops, the lecation and provision of appropriate community
facilities will ensure its continued livability.

¥ newr focilities should be
v acevssible by wolking

Communily

Charles River Park Mashisa Strest Ara - ’
B, s, oG civic weakd s oyl sersiced o places e Tnchicke addilicnal commnity, Gecitiss aned housing icilities
that are acressible by walking from Thoreau Path and as new development occurs in the Nashua Street '}. . :
other major padestrian routes. arca—io serve the new workers and residents in the rincip -
»  Provide adequate meeting space, publicl-accosible Ionborieng:
recreational facilities, and community services. s Use community facilities as one means of oreating

an active and vibrant strool-level environmont.

Charles River Plaza Aroa
ding importont Lo+ Maintain this existing conter of neighborhood mtal Urxdemann Cemver.& Brooke Cout House
it e services and make it more accessible by creating »  Encourage the state 1o be an equal partner in the ®
stronger pedestrian connections to Charles River Park | neighborhood by incorporating publicly accessible
and onto Cambridgs Street. facilitios in any new dovelopment planning.

Massachusedis General Hospital Campirs
a +  Locate MGH services that are available to the public planning
in places that are easy to gt o for residents and
wisitos in the neighborhood, such as along Cambridge
and Blossom streets.




West End Area
Planning Study

CONNECTES
CEMLINITTES,

383 e -z
f 1 T e
IRLT] |_ e

I RN Ry

A T
“‘ SHIC CENTER

VYERY = visoa

ﬁﬁ MOTTR L ST

—_ Cenfral Artery Parcels

— Rallway and Subraay

m Bulldings



Evaluation of Recent History
and Where to Go from Here
















-
!

=\ = - —=
i : = —- BT =
.. 1:\.... .,... .\, 4 - - ﬂﬁ W.
Lo \=m== = =
i L -

-t
-
—a
-
| —
‘wln
——
=
-

=
H
=

J

— L\
=\ == — = S —5— .,.n_rlu_..
=== ‘.wﬂlﬂﬂi £z
\T===== £3-88:
=== ===

iz

in

L
L
















P 0\ .Nﬂbﬂuhﬂhﬁ.ﬁﬁ!hﬂ»hﬂ!ﬂ e

oo — - s

o / ),
\.i\mww\ 7 ‘;\\\Lu\“\ L\\\ i.v\ ﬂ\ \ %

.’
A\
/,

/ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ“ﬂﬂlnﬂﬂu
NP RRRRRREE WSy

/’ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ%
A RN

/.4.../... ™ | |

ey & = 4f -0 5| H H ]
o A { + 1 f 'y - r { ] : - |
2 { L 7 7 - e 7 H o g | .
g __.__. .____ - - F f z E| ._q% *.__ 4
i/ p 1 f f - k £
{ \.. ' - 7 1 H / = i ; _.I‘r»tm N &

P/ FEFFEFFEFFAERFEERAE R SE




'--"..,_.-.,. iy s

A







| |

R S —
<.~

nlllnir.Jl...FJl

|| EEEEEED
EEEEEEC N
TLLEECEET
EEEEEEELE

EELE ug_u!
EEEEEEE)

EEEHEE

4%«%&“ A

—— na.

|










@2008 Google




212008 Google




©2008 Google.  RE










West End Area
Planning Study

CONNECTES
CEMLINITTES,

LA 2 -
1 A i
ALK ¥ T By
T A P T

T s
“‘ ST CENTER,

WEYY = vis7m

ﬁﬁ MOTTR L ST

_ Central Artery Parcels

— Rallway and Subraay

m Bulldings




x .
5 .
N =

r i ohaail 1...“-. -1.-. “_u-u.
FITITTT, ..,,_...ﬁ__l.mmmh.ﬁ_ N

5 58 6 v o e ]

Fry . T T Ty |

e | CCTTTTT TN
L.rvr._.ﬂd..rrrur_.ﬂ.!-..a-.._u_..._a.qv.-:ﬂﬂa..:r!..-___:_a_l.. .. 1 il
"EEERENUIRESSRRRRRERER, o

AR, AR U, . A LR L W |

Eq....na.-l'..u_nu_ﬁ-;_.i.?.-.!..l
ke
R




OPEN SPACE / PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS

CONNECT OPEN SPACES TO ONE ANOTHER AND TO THE CITY'S OPEN SPACE NETWORK.

NEW OPEN SPACES SHALL COMPLEMENT THE CHARACTERISTICS OF EXISTING OPEN
SPACE AND ENHANCE THOREAU PATH.

CREATE MORE VISIBLE AND PLEASANT PEDESTRIAN WAYS THAT CONNECT THOREAU
PATH TO THE SURROUNDING STREETS AND NEIGHBORHOOD.

PROVIDE CLEARER, SAFER AND MORE PEDESTRIAN-FRIENDLY CONNECTIONS TO NORTH
STATION AND OTHER TRANSIT NODES.

IMPROVE ACCESSIBILITY OF CONNECTIONS.
USE SIDEWALKS AS ELEMENTS OF OPEN SPACE.

TRANSPORTATION

PLANNING PRINCIPLES

COMMUNITY CHARACTER

RESPECT THE CHARACTER OF THE RESIDENTIAL AREA AND ITS HISTORIC RELEVANCE

STRIVE FOR ECONOMIC, ETHNIC AND AGE DIVERSITY

SCREEN PARKING FROM THE STREET AND THOREAU PATH

LAND USE

DEVELOP STRATEGIES TO BETTER ACCOMMODATE PEDESTRIANS.
SCREEN PARKING FROM VIEW OR LOCATE PARKING BELOW GRADE

EXPAND AND ENHANCE WALKWAYS THAT CONNECT THOREAU PATH TO SURROUNDING
STREETS

MAINTAIN THE CHARACTER AND ACCESSIBILITY OF OPEN SPACE.

STRIVE FOR A RANGE OF RESIDENTIAL UNIT TYPES THAT WILL SUPPORT A DIVERSE
POPULATION.

REDUCE SURFACE AND ABOVE GRADE PARKING

PLAN NEW RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IN LOCATIONS AND SCALES THAT RESPECT
AND COMPLEMENT THE EXISTING BUILDINGS AND OPEN SPACE.
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