




 
 

May 12th, 2019 

To whom it may concern, 

This letter is to show the support of the Christian A. Herter Garden Committee located on the Charles 
River off of Soldiers Field Road in Allston for the grant application by Miriam Shenitzer, Beth Fried, and 
Tom Sullivan to replant the northernmost section of the garden area within the fence line to benefit 
local, native pollinators.  

If the aforementioned applicants receive the grant Harvard-Allston Public Realm Flexible Fund, then the 
Christian A. Herter Garden Committee and the members of the community garden will grant permission 
for the applicants to replant the area and do minor maintenance. The Christian A. Herter Garden 
Committee and members will commit to doing the bulk of the on-going and yearly maintenance for the 
pollinator garden area and will keep it open to the public as an educational tool.  

The Christian A. Herter Garden Committee will approve the final plan and layout of the pollinator garden 
by vote if and when the grant application is accepted.  

Thank you, 

 

Keegan Dougherty 
The Christian A. Herter Garden Committee Member 
Dougherty.Keegan@Gmail.com 
3038107699 
 



To Whom it May Concern; 

regarding the Everett Street Embankment Pollinator Corridor Project.


I write with most enthusiastic support of the pollinator corridor project being developed by 
Miriam Shenitzer and collaboration artist John Powell. Their current focus, the Everett Street 
Embankment garden, is an important step to both prototype plant types, and to share the 
importance of pollinator gardens with those passing by this active area.


We know our surrounding natural ecology is under stress by rapid urban development. The 
Everett Street site is large enough to demonstrate the ecological value of this remediation 
concept. The added educational component is particularly important at this time of large scale 
real estate development, and plans for bold highway relocation and public space creation.


A pollinator garden, because its relays on the blooms of plants to attract bees and other 
beneficial insects, brings rich natural beauty to urban areas. In addition the birds supported by 
the pollinator insects help balance the population of mosquitos and other harmful species.


My own work with the Boston Schoolyard Initiative with 26 nature play gardens throughout 
Boston has convinced me that ongoing maintenance is essential to such gardens. Knowing 
that this group is working closely with the adjacent community at each step of planning gives 
me confidence in the sustainability of the outcome.


The value of the Everett Street project is that it is conceived not simply as a stand alone effort, 
rather planned as a node in a larger web of ecologically connected green spaces throughout 
our city. Last year in the immediate local area a pollinator teaching garden was funded and 
installed at the Gardner School, and future planting plans for other nearby schools and the 
Collins Park project will include pollinator plants.


The additive sum of the these public spaces becomes more than a set of isolated islands. We 
can imagine that with a network of public area pollinator gardens, and thoughtful in-between 
planting on private residential properties, we are on the path to rebuild an infrastructure of 
ecological connections.


In consideration of this the interpretive signage component of the Everett Street garden is 
essential. Signage that is artful and engaging will introduce, and the reinforce, the significance 
of these gardens. It is future thinking and respectful to the health of our community to 
encourage informed advocacy of these essential ecological ideas. Support of natural system 
corridors within urban areas benefits us all, and without question deserves encouragement and 
funding.


Thank you,


Ross Miller

artist and long time property owner

107 Franklin Street

Allston, MA 02134


5.12.2019
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May 10, 2019 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing this letter in support of Miriam Shenitzer and John Powell's Pollinator Garden project in Lower 
Allston.   My organization, Palaver Strings had the pleasure of working with Miriam and John in February 
2018 on a co-produced program, Seeking Sanctuary, at the Boston Center for the Arts.  Seeking Sanctuary, 
showcased the experiences of Irish, Cape Verdean, and Chinese communities through new music 
compositions and spoken word personal narratives inspired by the stories of immigrants and their 
descendants in a series of three performances and several community workshops.  This project helped to extend 
the conversation about how immigration, cultural identity, and art impact the social fabric in Boston. In 
conjunction with the performance, Miriam and John were commissioned to create a temporary, interactive, art 
installation that invited audience members to document and share their reflection on “home” and “sanctuary 
city.” 

Miriam was wonderful to work with from the very early stages of the project.  She was very flexible and able 
to co-curate a participatory art piece that served Palaver’s vision for the program while including her own 
creativity and expertise.  Miriam led several segments of each of our workshops at different Boston immigrant 
community centers and was able to engage and communicate to participants regardless of language barriers.  I 
was impressed by Miriam’s ability to activate a room full of people and encourage them to share their 
narratives on the art piece and verbally as a group.  Miriam was responsible and trustworthy, and was able to 
work with very diverse groups of stakeholders to get a complicated project done.  Miriam introduced us to John 
who helped to create the projections and installed of the art piece at the Boston Center for the Arts Cyclorama.  

I would highly recommend Miriam Shenitzer and John Powell as organizers and creators for any community 
art project as I trust in their ability to engage many people in an intentional and impactful way.   

Sincerely,	

Maya	French	
Managing	Director	&	Co-Artistic	Director	
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