
Urban Renewal: 
South Cove + Park Plaza Workshop 

South Cove, 1965 

China Trade Building | June 10, 2015 
 
Charlestown High School | June 29, 2015 
Villa Victoria | July 9, 2015 
Shelburne Community Center | July 15, 2015 
City Hall | July 22, 2015 



What the BRA is NOT doing:  

1. Not modifying or extending the existing 
boundaries 
 

2. Not creating new urban renewal plan 
areas 

 
3. Not proposing projects, but focusing on 
    process and planning 



What the BRA IS doing:  

1. Repositioning Urban Renewal as a 
contemporary planning and economic 
development tool 
 

2. Refresh plans to show current planning 
and projects 

 
3. Revisit original goals and planning 
 objectives 



Fall 2014:  
City Council Briefing 

BRA Board Extension 
Request to DHCD 

Simplified UR Extension Process 

January 2015:  
DHCD Extension 
Approved 

February 2015:  
Task Force Kickoff 
Stakeholder Outreach 
Finalize Public Process 

March 2015:  
Begin Public Process 

Public Outreach 

Late Fall 2015:  
City Council Approval 
BRA Board Approval 
Mayor Approval 
DHCD Approval 



What is Urban 
Renewal? 



Certain cities and towns in the Commonwealth 
contain areas that are substandard, decadent or 
blighted open.    
 
Urban renewal is a strategy for redeveloping and 
revitalizing these disinvested, underutilized and 
blighted areas for residential, commercial, industrial, 
business, governmental, recreational, educational, 
hospital or other uses.   
 
This is now a state, not federal, program. 

WHAT IS URBAN RENEWAL? 





ADAPTING OUR VIEW OF URBAN 
RENEWAL 

Original Approach 

• Tackle blight 

Current Approach 

• Assemble land to develop 
infrastructure and public 
facilities 

• Develop affordable housing 

• Aggregate parcels to build 
streets for vehicular traffic 

• Create vibrancy 

• Reinvest in already developed 
facilities to add density and 
diverse uses 

• Create a diverse housing stock 
with mixed income, family and 
TOD housing 

• Make current streets efficient 
for multi-modal transportation 

Responding to the changing needs of the City of Boston 

 









West End, 1957 

URBAN RENEWAL’S STIGMA 

BEFORE AFTER 



South End, 1962 Charlestown, 1965 

South Cove, 1965 Fenway, 1965 



ADAPTING OUR VIEW OF URBAN 
RENEWAL 

Original Approach 

• Tackle blight 

Current Approach 

• Assemble land to develop 
infrastructure and public 
facilities 

• Develop affordable housing 

• Aggregate parcels to build 
streets for vehicular traffic 

• Create vibrancy 

• Reinvest in already developed 
facilities to add density and 
diverse uses 

• Create a diverse housing stock 
with mixed income, family and 
TOD housing 

• Make current streets efficient 
for multi-modal transportation 

Responding to the changing needs of the City of Boston 

 





UR Plans 

19 urban renewal plans approved in the 
Commonwealth since 1996 
5 plans approved over past two years 
 
Despite their age, many older plans continue to 
be active: 

• Assembly Square in Somerville 
• Union Square intermodal transportation facility in Springfield 
• Kendall Square in Cambridge 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Fall 2014:  
City Council Briefing 

BRA Board Extension 
Request to DHCD 

Simplified UR Extension Process 

January 2015:  
DHCD Extension 
Approved 

February 2015:  
Task Force Kickoff 
Stakeholder Outreach 
Finalize Public Process 

March 2015:  
Begin Public Process 

Public Outreach 

Late Fall 2015:  
City Council Approval 
BRA Board Approval 
Mayor Approval 
DHCD Approval 







#1 City Hall  #2 South End #3 Roxbury 

Phase I: Kickoff Meetings 





Phase 3: Synthesis 















Community Goals and 
Planning Priorities: 
South Cove + Park Plaza 

South Cove, 1965 



City Hall to Go (May 2015) 



City Hall to Go (May 2015) 



City Hall to Go (May 2015) 



City Hall to Go (May 2015) 



Inclusionary Development Policy 
Changes on the Horizon 

Administration of the IDP Policy is now being 
actively analyzed and rethought 
 
Communication between departments (BRA 
and DND) is improved 
 
Implementation has become clearer for staff 
 



Inclusionary Development Policy 
Changes on the Horizon 

IDP Policy is looking actively at: 
 

• Onsite requirement 
• Offsite requirement 
• Rental buyout requirements 
• Condo buyout requirements 
• Rental income limits 
 





Chinatown Master Plan 











Historic Development + 
Urban Renewal Projects 

Chinatown Gate Tufts NEMC Quincy School Chinese Evangelical Church 

































Workshop Logistics: 
South Cove + Park Plaza 

South Cove, 1965 



1. Introduction (10 mins) 
2. Overview presentation (30 mins) 
3. Workshop Discussion (40 mins) 
4. Summary (20 mins) 
 

Workshop Logistics: 
South Cove + Park Plaza 





What’s a goal? 
Goals are the primary aim or desired result. They 
are intended to be general and broad. 
  
What’s a planning objective? 
Objectives are more specific than goals. They 
usually help to give further definition to a smaller 
set of clearly-defined goals.  

 









Suggested 
themes for the 
goals: 
 
• Housing 

 
• Public Realm 

 
• Neighborhood 

Connectivity 
 

• Economic 
Development 

 







Wrap Up + Next Steps: 
South Cove + Park Plaza 

South Cove, 1965 









Phase 3: Synthesis 



Thank you! 
South Cove + Park Plaza 

South Cove, 1965 
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