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September 20th, 2018 

Tim Czerwienski 
Katelyn Sullivan 
Project Managers 
Boston Planning & Development Agency (BPDA) 
One City Hall Square 
Boston, MA 02201 
 
Re: BIDMC New Inpatient Building 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center (BIDMC) 

 

Dear Mr. Czerwienski & Mrs. Sullivan,  

The Fenway Civic Association (FCA) is the Fenway neighborhood’s oldest all-volunteer neighborhood 
group that accepts no public or developer funds.  Founded in 1961, our mission is to promote a safe and 
vital neighborhood that serves the interest of its residents.   
 
Upon review of Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center's (BIDMC, the Proponent) Draft Project Impact 
Report (DPIR) for a New Inpatient Building (the Project) submitted on July 20th, 2018, the Fenway Civic 
Association is overall supportive of this project and has a few comments and suggestions: 
 
Transportation 
FCA appreciates BIDMC's continued commitment to participating in the Medical Academic and Scientific 
Community Organization (MASCO) shuttle program and transportation initiatives and the decision to not 
construct additional parking for this project.  This will have a positive impact on the Fenway by not 
increasing and potentially reducing commuter traffic.  We support the reconfiguration of Pilgrim Road 
from one-way to two-way to improve internal (to BIDMC's campus) circulation for back of house 
operations and prevent diversion of traffic onto surrounding thoroughfares.  We also support the 
project's strategy of separating the pick-up and drop-off zones between Deaconess Road and Francis 
Street to help address potential traffic queuing issues. 

 
It is our understanding that the proponent is in discussions with BTD and the BPDA regarding a 
redesigned signal and other improvements to the intersection of the Riverway and Brookline Avenue 
that will enhance both pedestrian and bike connectivity.  We support this and hope it includes 
improvements to the park pathway system to tie into the regional bicycle and pedestrian network 
infrastructure to the benefit of employees, visitors, and area residents. 

 
Design, Shadows, and the Public Realm 
We appreciate that the Project stays within the campus footprint and will replace an underutilized 
loading and storage area with a building that contributes to the urban fabric. The pedestrian 
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improvements proposed around the Project area will enliven otherwise bleak streetscapes and vastly 
improve the experience of all passersby.  

 
We are pleased the design of this project considered Task Force comments and concerns by beneficial 
revisions to ground-level pedestrian interactions and adjustments to height and massing, in response to 
Longwood Medical Area Interim design guidelines,  reducing the impact of shadows on the abutting 
Riverway portion of the Emerald Necklace park system. 

 
The Emerald Necklace 
While I was unable to attend the last Task Force meeting, it is my understanding at that meeting the 
Proponent shared other ideas for enhancing the Francis Street & Riverway “gateway area “including 
adding suitable plantings on the public land adjacent to the BIDMC Palmer building.   
 
We understand that BIDMC is in discussions with the BPDA and the Boston Parks Department about 
effecting a contribution to the City for parks improvements as mitigation for shadows in the impacted 
areas identified in the DPIR.   Fenway Civic suggests consideration of the contribution of mitigation 
funds to the Boston Parks Department in partnership with the Emerald Necklace Conservancy (ENC) 
specifically for improvements in the area of parkland near the Netherlands Road, Riverway, and Pilgrim 
Road intersection (on the Boston side adjacent BIDMC's campus) where erosion issues and failed 
plantings have left ground exposed.  
 
We believe BIDMC recognizes the value of beautified open space in people's health.  By supporting the 
existing public/private partnership of the Boston Parks Department & the ENC, we think the best result 
may be achieved for the financial resources committed.  

 
FCA hopes these comments & suggestions will be addressed and have been constructive as part of the 
review process. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Matthew Brooks 
BIDMC Task Force Member &  
Vice President, Fenway Civic Association  
 
 

CC:  Josh Zakim, Boston City Council 
 Yissel Guerrero, Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services 



1 
 

    
 

September 20, 2018 

 

Tim Czerwinski, Project Manager 

Boston Planning and Development Agency 

One City Hall Square, 9
th

 floor 

Boston, MA 02201 

 

Re: Fenway CDC comments in support of the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center New 

Inpatient Building proposal. 

 

Fenway Community Development Corporation (Fenway CDC) is a 45 year old community based 

non-profit organization that builds and preserves affordable housing and promotes projects that 

engage our full community in enhancing the neighborhood’s diversity and vitality. We are 

submitting this letter in strong support of the proposal by Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 

to build a new facility on their current Emergency Room parking lot.    

 

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center (BIDMC) is proposing to build a New Inpatient Building 

on its West Campus, on a site bounded by Brookline Avenue, Francis Street, a discontinued 

portion of Pilgrim Road owned by BIDMC and BIDMC’s Rosenberg Building (the New 

Inpatient Building, or Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will include up to 325,000 square 

feet of hospital uses, including 158 inpatient beds (up to 128 medical/surgical and 30 intensive 

care beds) within the proposed new building, and a rooftop medical helipad (which will be 

relocated from the immediately adjacent Rosenberg Building). The Proposed Project has been 

reduced in height from its initial filing and is now at 178’ and will not include new parking.  

 

BIDMC has filed all of the appropriate documents with the Boston Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) and has been proceeding through an Article 80 Large Project Review and an 

Institutional Master Plan review for the Proposed Project. BIDMC has held numerous public and 

Task Force meetings, undergone a BPDA scoping determination and has consequently modified 

and improved the designs from its initial filing.  

 

The Project will be designed for the evolving needs of the patients BIDMC serves, with the 

flexibility to adapt in the future. The Project will include family-friendly, single-bedded patient 

rooms able to accommodate the sophisticated technology needed to best treat critically ill 

patients. New, state-of-the-art operating and procedure rooms will be large enough to support the 

latest imaging and other surgical equipment. BIDMC’s design goal for the overall Project is to 

incorporate sustainable and evidence-based concepts to improve clinical outcomes, cost-

efficiencies and decrease environmental impacts.  
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The Project will connect to the Farr Bridge and the Rosenberg Building in multiple locations in 

order to provide convenient access and circulation for patients, families and staff. No demolition 

of existing buildings will be required for the Project. Construction of the Project will result in the 

elimination of 14 existing parking spaces currently accessed from Pilgrim Road, and 12 parking 

spaces in the Clicker Lot (26 total spaces eliminated); no new parking is proposed as part of the 

Project. 

 

The Project will comply with the Longwood Medical Area (LMA) Interim Guidelines that 

establish a principle of protecting the physical assets of the LMA and include guidelines 

regarding new shadows on City of Boston parks and boulevards. There will be no new shadows 

on the Emerald Necklace open space most of the day (March 21). In addition, there will be no 

new shadows for more than an hour on any one area on the Emerald Necklace after 10:30 AM. 

 

Impacts to transportation will be minimal as about 53% of all project trips will occur via 

alternative transportation modes (transit –walk –bike). The resultant vehicles’ trip generation is 

low with the AM peak = 37 entering / 21 exiting and the PM peak = 21 entering / 38 exiting. 

Consequently there will be minimal impacts to the surrounding traffic network. There will be no 

level of service (LOS) change from the No-Build to the Build Condition.  

 

The access scheme minimizes patient valet activity on Brookline Ave. by adding a new in-

patient drop off area on Francis Street to match the one on the opposite side of the building on 

Deaconess Road. The ambulance entrance has been improved by widening Pilgrim Road to 

accommodate two-way traffic. The loading dock and maneuvering space have been improved to 

support head in direct access by larger trucks thereby eliminating the need for most of them to 

back into Brookline Ave. In addition, pedestrian conditions have been substantially improved 

adjacent to Project site along Brookline Ave., Francis St. and Pilgrim Rd.  

 

Since the scoping session, the architectural design has been significantly improved. The building 

materials have been carefully selected to enrich pedestrian experience, visually connect BIDMC 

East and West campus, and sit harmoniously within the LMA neighborhood. The design has 

become even more environmentally sustainable. The façade orientation and shading calibration 

will reduce solar heat gains. The low energy heating/cooling systems have been separated from 

ventilation for increased efficiency and thermal comfort. The design includes heat recovery on 

air handlers, rainwater harvesting, green roofs and a high performance envelope.  

 

The Project will have significant economic impacts. The BIDMC will make Development 

Impact Project (DIP) contributions to Housing Linkage and Job Linkage/Workforce 

Development. The Project will create 80 to 100 permanent jobs and approximately 400 

construction jobs.  The hospital offers an innovative pipeline program that trains incumbent 

workers into key positions, providing career growth and higher wages. It also provides pre-

college courses, ESOL classes, computer skills classes, financial wellness program and a 

citizenship program and paid summer jobs for over 40 young Boston residents each year, and 

hosts interns during the school year from Sociedad Latina and other Boston area community 

organizations. 
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The new facility will help to meet the increasingly acute and complex needs of the seriously ill 

patients referred to BIDMC from its network of community providers, and will enhance 

BIDMC’s capacity to continue caring for local Boston residents, including patients from 

underserved neighborhoods. 

 

In conclusion, Fenway CDC strongly supports the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center New 

Inpatient Building proposal and urges the BPDA to approve the application. 

 

Sincerely yours, 
 

Richard Giordano 
Richard Giordano 

Director of Policy and Community Planning 

Fenway Community Development Corporation 

70 Burbank St., Lower Level 

Boston MA 02115 

P. 617 267 4637 x19 

F. 617 267 8591 

E. rgiordano@fenwaycdc.org  

W. http://www.fenwaycdc.org 

mailto:rgiordano@fenwaycdc.org
http://www.fenwaycdc.org/
















 
BY EMAIL 

 

September 19, 2018 

 

Mr. Brian Golden, Director  

Boston Planning & Development Agency 

One City Hall Square 

Boston, MA 02201 

Attention:  Ms. Katelyn Sullivan & Tim Czerwienski                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

Re:  BIDMC New Inpatient Building Project & IMP Amendment - Letter of Support 

 

Dear Mr. Golden, 

 

On behalf of Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, I am pleased to submit this letter in support of the 

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center (BIDMC) Institutional Master Plan Amendment and of the 

proposed New Inpatient Building as a Development Impact Project.  The proposed New Inpatient 

Building is a 10-story inpatient clinical building on the BIDMC West Campus which will contain 

up to 325,000 square feet of hospital uses. 

 

This project will be BIDMC’s first new clinical facility in over 20 years and will provide new and 

enhanced in-patient clinical facilities. The New Inpatient Building has been carefully planned by 

BIDMC. These plans have been shared with me and the resulting Project will be good for 

BIDMC and its patients and for the LMA.  The Project will create a well-designed, energy 

efficient building at the gateway to the LMA from the south and to BIDMC’s campuses on 

Brookline Avenue. The Project will provide numerous public benefits to the area such as 

enhancing the pedestrian experience on Brookline Avenue, Francis Street and Pilgrim Road by 

improvements including the addition of numerous street trees, expanded landscaped areas and 

widened sidewalks, as well as improving access, mobility and safety in the LMA by roadway 

improvements and enhanced valet parking operations management, including the widening of 

Pilgrim Road to accommodate two-way traffic access.  In addition to such area improvements, the 

New Inpatient Building will offer an array of other public benefits including investing over $21 

million in community-based health initiatives, linkage funds, and construction and permanent 

employment opportunities and workforce development.  

 

In sum, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute supports the BIDMC IMP Amendment and the New 

Inpatient Building as a Development Impact Project. 

  

Thank you for your consideration and opportunity to comment on these matters. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Wendy W. Gettleman 

Vice President, Facilities Management & Real Estate 

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 

 

cc: Walter Armstrong, BIDMC 

Elizabeth H. Gerlach, BIDMC 

Maria Megdal, DFCI 

Krietta Jones, DFCI 
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September 25, 2018 

 

Mr. Brian Golden, Director  

Boston Planning & Development Agency 

One City Hall Square 

Boston, MA 02201 

Attention:  Ms. Katelyn Sullivan (katelyn.sullivan@boston.gov) & Mr. Tim Czerwienski                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

(Tim.Czerwienski@boston.gov) 

 

SENT BY EMAIL 

 

Re:  BIDMC Institutional Master Plan Amendment and New Inpatient Building Project  

 

Dear Mr. Golden: 

 

On behalf of Charles River Community Health, I am pleased to submit this letter in support of the 

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center (BIDMC) Institutional Master Plan Amendment and of the 

proposed New Inpatient Building as a Development Impact Project.  The proposed New Inpatient 

Building is a 10 story inpatient clinical building on the BIDMC West Campus which will contain 

up to 325,000 square feet of hospital uses including 158 single-bedded inpatient rooms (up to 128 

medical/surgical rooms and 30 intensive care unit rooms), operating and procedure rooms, 

medical education and conference space, and a rooftop helipad (which will be relocated from its 

existing location at the adjacent Rosenberg Building). BIDMC anticipates closing 89 existing 

West Campus beds at the opening of the New Inpatient Building Project, resulting in 69 net new 

beds added to BIDMC’s West Campus bed count. BIDMC also anticipates reopening 20 West 

Campus beds about 24 months after the Proposed Project opens, for a total of 89 net new beds to 

be added to BIDMC’s West Campus in connection with the Proposed Project during the term of 

the amended BIDMC IMP.  

 

This project will be BIDMC’s first new clinical facility in over 20 years and will provide new and 

enhanced in-patient clinical facilities. These new facilities are needed for BIDMC to meet the 

increasingly acute, complex needs of the seriously ill patients referred by its network of 

community providers, and continue caring for local Boston residents, including patients from 

underserved neighborhoods.  The New Inpatient Building has been carefully planned by BIDMC 

and the resulting Project will be good for BIDMC and its patients and for the LMA and environs.  

The Project will create a well-designed, energy efficient building at the gateway to the LMA from 

the south and to BIDMC’s campuses on Brookline Avenue. The Project will provide numerous 

public benefits to the area such as enhancing the pedestrian experience on Brookline Avenue, 

Francis Street and Pilgrim Road by improvements including the addition of numerous street trees, 

expanded landscaped areas and widened sidewalks, as well as improving access, mobility and 

safety in the LMA by roadway improvements and enhanced valet parking operations 

management, including the widening of Pilgrim Road to accommodate two-way traffic access.  In 

addition to such area improvements, the New Inpatient Building will offer an array of other 

public benefits including investing over $21 million in community-based health initiatives, 

linkage funds, and construction and permanent employment opportunities and workforce 

development.  

mailto:katelyn.sullivan@boston.gov
mailto:Tim.Czerwienski@boston.gov


 

Charles River Community Health is a community health center with locations in Allston/Brighton 

and Waltham that values caring for everyone with dignity, respect, and compassion, reducing 

cultural, financial and other barriers to care, and eliminating health care disparities for our 

patients. We also advocate for the needs of our patients, the community, and public health causes. 

We have worked successfully with BIDMC over many years on various initiatives and we 

value BIDMC as an excellent community partner. We welcome the expanded and updated 

facilities that this Project will provide that will enhance access to inpatient hospital care for our 

patients when they need the high acuity services that will be provided in the New Inpatient 

Building.   

 

Charles River Community Health fully supports the BIDMC IMP Amendment and the New 

Inpatient Building as a Development Impact Project. 

  

Thank you for your consideration and opportunity to comment on these matters. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Browne 

Executive Director 

 
 

cc: Walter Armstrong, BIDMC 

Elizabeth H. Gerlach, BIDMC 
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Tim Czerwienski <tim.czerwienski@boston.gov>

Fwd: BIDMC new inpatient building 

Katelyn Sullivan <katelyn.sullivan@boston.gov> Thu, Sep 20, 2018 at 7:07 AM
To: Tim Czerwienski <tim.czerwienski@boston.gov>, "Gerlach,Elizabeth (BIDMC - Legal)" <egerlach@bidmc.harvard.edu>

 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Jen Lewis <jenadlewis@gmail.com> 
Date: Wednesday, September 19, 2018 
Subject: BIDMC new inpatient building 
To: katelyn.sullivan@boston.gov 
 
 
Hello Ms. Sullivan, 
I am a 20- year resident of the RTH neighborhood and am writing to give input on the proposed new inpatient building of
BIDMC at the corner of Brookline Ave and Francis Sts. 
We heard a presentation this past Monday (9/17) where BIDMC representatives projected negligible increases in noise
levels (from the helipad change in location) and traffic to and from this building. They commented that traffic in the city is
just bad and they won't be adding to it as the building is intended for their sickest patients who would be there for longer
periods of time.  I don't think they are considering that these patients will of course be having visitors. 
I have attached photos from yesterday at 11:30am (Tuesday, 9/18) at the intersections of Huntington Ave and Francis St,
Brookline Ave and Francis St, Fenwood Rd and Brookline Ave, and two directions of Brookline Ave and the Riverway.
This is not unusual to have this volume of traffic, frustrated drivers, idling cars spewing exhaust, and car horns, in addition
to ambulances, shuttles, and helicopters most of the day, particularly at shift change time at the hospitals. The amount of
traffic idling as they are stuck in this traffic extends beyond the city ordinance of acceptable idling time as listed on the
city's website. This creates poor air quality for those of us who aren't leaving the neighborhood! I live on Francis St as well
as work in the neighborhood and have observed this traffic problem become worse and worse in the past year. 
How will this be addressed in consideration of adding another building to this already-dense neighborhood? How can the
hospitals, who claim to be dedicated to people's good health, not commit to addressing this issue? Asthma rates in our
neighborhoods are already quite high. Are we going to ignore that data? 
I believe that these public health issues need to be acknowledged and addressed before adding another building to our
neighborhood. 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
Jennifer Lewis 
16 Francis St. #2 
Boston, MA 02115 
 
 
 
 
 
--  
 

Katelyn Sullivan 
Senior Project Manager 
617.918.4425 (o) 
 
Boston Planning & Development Agency (BPDA)
One City Hall Square | Boston, MA 02201
bostonplans.org 
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