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Comment: Created Date First Name Last Name Organization Opinion Comments

5/20/2019 Adam Shulman Resident Neutral It is unclear what Simmons plans to do with their resident campus? They indicate they will consolidate 

all housing to main campus but provide no information on their plans for the resident campus. They 

need to be more clear and upfront on their long-term plans for their residential campus. Their is a bus 

stop on Brookline Avenue at Pilgrim Road. Every winder, Simmons fails to assist in any removal of snow 

from the bus stop up to the curb. When requested, Simmons says it's up to the MBTA and City, not 

them, unlike Emmanuel College's stop across the street. Emmanuel clears snow to the curb and even 

permitted a bus shelter on the property, as Simmons should do. Simmons TDM measures are under par, 

which is partly why they have a poor SOV rate of 39% drive alone. They should have a much lower SOV 

rate (like 25%). Simmons needs to significantly increase their TDM options. They should increase T-pass 

subsidies to 100%. They should fund and install a Bluebikes station at their Residential campus area near 

Brookline Avenue/Pilgrim Road. Simmons should substantially increase their annual contributions to the 

Masco shuttle buses. Their current contribution is insignificant given the size the proposed project. They 

should quadruple their contribution to Masco shuttles. The traffic study should determine what 

percentage of peak hour and mid-day traffic is caused by Simmons and ensure they are doing their fair 

share to address traffic congestion in the LMA/Fenway/Mission hill area. Simmons should fund bus 

priority signals for Brookline Avenue/Fenway, Longwood Ave/Brookline Ave, Longwood Ave/Blackfan 

Street.

5/31/2019 Edward Orde Support Seems like a reasonable expansion plan which should help lessen the demand for housing in the area 

which is already strained by multiple universities. I do think that the Living and Learning Center should 

be targeting LEED Gold as a minimum, it currently looks as though it will struggle to achieve LEED Silver. 

This building should be a high tech and environmentally friendly building given its location in a dense 

urban environment surrounded by medical facilities. I also noticed a lack of bike storage included in the 

plans for the Living and Learning Center with plans for only 15% of the bedspaces to have a spot for a 

bike. This is well below the USGBC recommendation of 30% of residents for residential developments 

plus %2.5 of visitors. This also doesn't meet the "City of Boston Off Street Bicycle Parking Requirements" 

as determined by the director of Boston Bikes at BTD which mandates a covered spot be provided for 

each residential unit and an exterior spot be provided for each 5 units. I'm sure dorms meet some 

exemptions from these rules however they still should be considered as good guidelines for the fact the 

entirety of the Simmons University campus is distinctly lacking adequate bike parking.
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6/10/2019 Martin O'Riordan Berkshire Bank Support My name is Martin O?Riordan and I am a member of the Simmons Task Force. As such I have reviewed 

the Simmons University Institutional Master Plan Notification Form (IMP). In general, I view the IMP to 

be a creative method to deal with the myriad changes occurring in higher education today. The City of 

Boston has become renowned as a vibrant setting with many colleges and universities offering a 

multitude of college experiences from small institution settings to behemoth universities. It is that 

variety of offerings that adds to the tapestry of higher education in Boston. As the school age population 

shrinks that diversity of higher educational opportunities is threatened. It is imperative that schools like 

Simmons are given an opportunity to survive and thrive. Otherwise we face the possibility that one 

monolithic university becomes the sole survivor with a one size fits all mentality. The loss to Boston and 

environs would be inestimable. Simmons has developed a viable strategy to remain independent and 

thriving. The current situation is not time to extract concessions. Simmons is not a for profit enterprise 

looking to make huge profits from its plans. It is a nonprofit looking to remain independent. It is 

essential Simmons limited assets are utilized to fulfill Simmons? needs. Not to fulfilling other needs, or 

wants, in the City of Boston or of particular individuals. The high quality on campus housing is the best 

way to ensure students remain in on campus housing during their undergraduate years. Questions have 

also arisen about graduate programs. Unfortunately, they are an essential part of today?s higher 

education cash flows. As the college age cohort continues to shrink, it is essential that we give Simmons 

University the best opportunity to survive and remain a unique part of the fabric of Boston.






















