
Comments

Comment Neighborhood/ Zip Code Age Gender Race/Ethnicity Housing situation

9/25/24 Hyde Park
9/25/24 02127 31 Man White Own the home I live in
9/25/24 02134
9/25/24 02131 30 Man White Own the home I live in

9/26/2024 02130 70 Woman White Own the home I live in 
10/15/2024 02127 62 Man White Rent my home
10/16/2024 02136 70 Woman White Own the home I live in 
10/17/2024
10/19/2024 02136 70 Man White Own the home I live in
10/21/2024
10/21/2024 02129/Charlestown
10/21/2024

10/22 02113 77 Woman White Own the home I live in 
10/23/2024 02115 60 Man White Own the home I live in 
10/23/2024 Jamaica Plain Man
10/25/2024 Brighton, 02135 81 Man White Own the home I live in 
10/30/2024 02108 Woman White Own the home I live in 

11/6/2024 02127 54 Woman White Own the home I live in 
11/7/2024 Jamaica Plain 65 Prefer not to say
11/8/2024 Charlestown
11/8/2024 Fenway
11/8/2024 Brighton, 02135 66 Woman White Own the home I live in 
11/8/2024 Chinatown, 02111 34 Woman Asian Rent the home I Live in 
11/8/2024

10/31/2024
11/15/2024 Cambridge 26 male White/Caucasian rent
11/14/2024 02131 26 woman Hispanic or Latino/a Rent my home
11/17/2024 02118 56 Man White/Caucasian Own the home I live in 
11/18/2024

11/18/2024 02113 77 Woman White Own the home I live in
11/19/2024
11/19/2024
11/16/2024 The apartment I live in is too expensive, I would like you to step in to help me pay for it. Norwood, MA 02062 68 Man Black or African AmerRent my home
11/20/2024
11/20/2024
11/21/2024 North End
11/21/2024 Charlestown
11/21/2024 Charlestown
11/21/2024 02127 41 man
11/21/2024 02130, Jamaica Plain 26 man white rent my home
11/21/2024 02127 23
11/21/2024 Charlestown 
11/25/2024
11/25/2024
11/20/2024 62 male white Own the home I live in 
11/20/2024 02111 66 woman Asian
11/20/2024
11/20/2024
11/20/2024

12/3/2024 40
12/4/2024 South Boston 54 Woman White Own the home I live in 
12/4/2024 Charlestown
12/4/2024 Mattapan 

Date 
Received

I was troubled from an equity perspective with the 2B example of how a formula could be used for mitigation to 
make a development exempt from inclusionary zoning requirements, but it did not clarify that the exemption would lost. We need DRASTICALLY shorter approval processes, which increase the cost and uncertainty of 
new home construction. Our community will benefit the most if we prioritize creating homes for form permits e.g week for a short form/ month for a long form). Many times, residents, subcontractors and 
contractors are trying their very best to have work scheduled and completed but the permitting process seems to 
be taking a very long time (even for minor renovations). This may be due to the number of reviews that are being the neighborhood as a whole. If you listen to the homeowners at any of these meetings, you’d think the biggest 
problem facing Bostonians is that buildings cast shadows. Most people I know think the biggest problem is the high each step of review. The time from initial project proposal to building permit approval decreases." is 
prejudicial. It implies that every project will be approved. How about replacing the last four words the community process if both uses are allowed under zoning. As a rule abutters are opposed to any change. 
Several projects have been denied the change in occupancy type, in spite of no significant external building 
modifications and residential use is allowed. If the exterior of the structure is not modified the "parking Regarding CAT groups: How will you recruit applicants for these teams? If only "those in the know" apply, then you 
will not get the diversity of view points that the teams needHello, 
can you tell me how the CAT team members will be chosen?
Peg Preble 
process because I was still employed at that time. Perhaps there was no process at all? My 
compliments to Mayor Wu, and the Planning Department for their efforts to make all of Boston 
stakeholders!appreciate others who live outside of our area, trying to tell us what we should accept as "improvements". M.Oser 
Lindall StCommunity meetings must be held in the community. Community members need sufficient notice to attend. These 
online surveys are skewed.87 pages is way too long if you want feedback on the action plan from the broader community! It’s important, yes, 
and worth the time I'm sure but if the goal is to get people to weigh in it needs to be much shorter. landmarked our historic Nazzaro community building, which was the original North End Bath House. We care 
about the quality of life in our community, support reasonable development and affordable housing. But the system 
isn't working. At least one huge development is underway now to create a new skyscraper on Causeway St at Amenities” for large impact projects. Was intended to provide options for developers and a more rational process. 
Not sure how it has worked out, maybe good! Follow through is critical on these types of initiatives. -James Carr an irrational fear of height and mass, and they've apparently made it their goal to stop any 
reasonably sized building from being built, at least anywhere near them. To put it bluntly, and Resident homeowners need to have increased power in the development process as they are most 
strongly affected by new development in their neighborhood.All to often their legitimate concerns 
are ignored by city officials or overturned in ZBA sessions.needs and unique concerns of their local community. The use of a city-wide or quasi-professional panel 
undermines this important objective. The Advisory Groups are also an important vehicle for residents to engage parking. I believe this is a city issue not the developers issue. The city just need to update the zoning law that allow 
developments have at least 1 parking space unit instead of the 0.6 that currently is allow. This administration is just 
pushing people out of the city and at the rate of the residential taxes will increase...it seems like this administration are being implemented, when the current, very explicit rules, in Article 80 are ignored to fast track housing that will 
impact current residents and the future residents of new housing construction. I agree that we need more investments instead would make the community thrive with a healthy future! The first action is 
solving Everett’s transit needs via the extension of the Orange line back into Everett that we took 
away years ago. Then have the Silver Line meet up with it in Everett!process may be assisted by having all involved agencies at the table initially with
institutional leaders so standards and approvals can be set with institutions.addressed in the Draft Action Plan. We believe that the Action Plan recommendations can result in both a more 
efficient timeline for development and a more equitable process for residents of Boston. In a separate detailed welcomed? Ways to reach people in non traditional ways • Engaging students in local colleges and universities • 
QR codes on the T, Grocery stores, Coffee shops, theaters, community festivals • Youtube, podcasts • Shouldn’t 
all three methods be required (print, digital, in person) as engagement methods, not just one? Community advisory 
● Will there be a set percentage of neighborhood members for a CAT?
● Would CATs have any role in considering variance requests?requirements. Creating a more cohesive framework for interdepartmental communication could
streamline reviews and minimize bureaucratic hurdles. Consistently leveraging the Planning
Advisory Council to establish a framework for annual mitigation and community benefits should
contributions by a developer for the enhancement of public goods and services”. Even further,
the dollar amount of benefits a developer could be expected to pay has a hard cap, and the
range of benefits CATs can direct these dollars towards is limited by standards set by thePlease scroll to AHMA's Talking Points on Article 80 via this link: https://www.abundanthousingma.org/city-of-boston-agenda/ Development review in the city of Boston is currently a lengthy and unpredictable process. Additionally, when paired with an outdated and broken zoning code, it actively creates barriers for a more abundant city. Article 80 of the Boston Zoning Code, which sets guidelines for larger development projects across the city, has not been updated since 1996. The Article 80 Modernization process is the Planning Department’s effort to update the developmental review process into a process that is transparent, accessible and predictable. We applaud the Mayor and the City of Boston”s Planning Department for starting a comprehensive effort on modernizing the Article 80 process within the Zoning Code. By modernizing this process, we are hopeful that development in Boston will be transparent, accessible and predictable, while also creating much-needed new homes for current and future residents.To that end, the City of Boston’s Planning Department should consider the following things as they conduct this process:1. Refocus the process so that it prioritizes homes     - the construction of more housing units in and of itself is the project's community benefit. Additional contributions towards capital projects or programs that do not impact the housing market should be minimized. 2. Article 80 should not be used to enforce zoning compliance in areas of the City with outdated zoning      - The majority of Boston's land has not been rezoned within the [ast 20 years, meaning that the zoning in those areas does not reflect today's conditions and context3. Ensure Article 80 allows building sizes reflective of recently adopted zoning amendments       - Neighborhoods studied under Square + Streets and the recent PLANs, the Article 80 process should not decrease the entitled dimensional and square footage rights of a residential proposal. 4. Update timelines from outdated standards with specific requirements and targets        - Timelines can be enforced through incentives for planning department employees to hit on-time targets, or by updating weekly or monthy dashboard that tracks the percentage of projects that are on track with their project timelines. 5. Issue incremental approvals to lock in key decisions through the review process        - If paired with well-enforced timelines, the overall process will become streamlined. In the development process, time is money so by reducing the time around obtaining approvals, permitting, etc. This reduces the overall cost of building 
understand the specific nuances of a neighborhood better than external developers or decision-
makers. They can provide detailed insights into how proposed changes may affect the area. 2. Inspired by cities like Amsterdam and Zurich, Boston could align Article 80 criteria with broader 
goals for mixed-use and transit-oriented development. Projects near public transportation nodes 
could receive priority, fostering walkable neighborhoods that reduce reliance on cars and promote 
Department’s internal operations, will benefit PSI as a nonprofit housing provider
and developer. For example, the exemption from mitigation and community benefits for affordable 
housing with 60% or more income restricted units would be highly beneficial. PSI hasthe beginning of the project, not just after the project is already baked and ready to go. We oppose 
the North Station Gateway Project at 251 Causeway St., for example, as completely inappropriate experience and/or aren’t familiar with cultural or contextual differences between
neighborhoods.
redesign the Article 80 process is a good faith effort to create a more inclusive, democratic, and 
transparent development process, I highlight the need to ensure that the resulting reforms prevent 

I oppose the adoption of A80 reform without these community comments included and 
implemented. makes no menton of how the survey results and comments received will be shared with the CAT and 
the public and be incorporated into Planning Department decisions. Regarding the CAT: • How will 
Zoning should not be viewed by either the Development Review department, the development comments included and adopted. 
 Thank you,wide concerns, which I   share. I oppose the adoption of A80 reform without these   community 
comments included and adopted. more housing. Housing policy isn't complicated. If you want more affordable homes overall then 
make it legal to build more without arduous processes, permitting that doesn't add value, and 
restrictive zoning. It is the single most important change you can do to help people in the city broken down into different categories. A good example of this can be found in Cleveland's 
Transportation Demand Management Strategy. Link here: favor a short .5-1 year long term limit for CAT members but overall the length of this compared to the average 
length of development review and the intensity of training seems like it would bog down the review process in too This email is sent in support of NEWRA's comprehensive response to the BPDA regarding the Article 
80 Review. As residents of Charlestown, we are strongly opposed to the proposed North Station 
Gateway Project for the reasons cited in NEWRA's report. South Boston NDC
subsidized or income-restricted affordable housing, public transit, childcare, and other
social services. To the extent relevant, the Authority shall consider the anticipatedBCDC (where BCDC Commissioners-for-Life believe it's fine to attend hearings on their own 
projects); and while recently disbanding the only "transformation" group that existed that those with 
deep experience around BPDA failings could attend and discuss what's next for BPDA ("Planning 
email is not considered as satisfying transparency requirements? How do we ensure accountability 
of City Planning to community feedback? At the same time, want to ensure that overwhelmingly 
affordable housing projects are moved forward more quickly. How is different input that is collected 
Take the "community experts" out of the CATS. These people are self appointed individuals who 
often don't remotely represent the community they claim. ONS doesn't know who represents a 
community, they just pick well connected people they like.These two excerpts are examples of unclear use/meaning of the word "mitigation" in the whole 
document.  I suggest you limit the word "mitigation" to mean construction mitigation during the 
This is a terrific model and read. I see parallels with your drafted plan. I recommend you incorporate part of any development process from the beginning. Not only to view, but actually be able to make 
suggestions, objections, recommendations. The City and developers MUST listen, consider, and department to review trends, saturation issues etc This reporting would need to show, planning, on-
going and completed projects: - total number of residential projects by neighborhood, - total number with mental illness, criminal backgrounds and drug and alcohol addiction. Why would you approve a 
project like this in a secluded location like the Consitution Inn in the navy yard, 25 yards across of a a part of this City not an enemy. No more tax free construction and change the Article 80 comment 
that new developments in the community increase the value, it actually increases the surrounding 

https://www.abundanthousingma.org/city-of-boston-agenda/


Comments

12/5/2024 02118 82 White
12/9/2024 02118 62 Woman White Own the home I live in 

12/11/2024 Jamaica Plain 
12/12/2024 02126 50 Woman White Own the home I live in. 
12/12/2024 02116
12/12/2024 02210
12/15/2024 South Boston 
12/15/2024
12/15/2024
12/15/2024 Dorchester
12/15/2024
12/15/2024 Roxbury, 02119
12/15/2024
12/15/2024 0212/South Boston 51 Woman Own the home I live in 
12/15/2024 02210
12/15/2024 02120
12/15/2024
12/15/2024 02125 68 Woman Own the home I live in 
12/15/2024 02136
12/15/2024 02115 78 Man Rent my home 
12/15/2024 02127 42 Man White
12/15/2024 02135
12/15/2024 2127
12/15/2024
12/16/2024 02120 65 Woman own the home I live in 
12/13/2024
12/13/2024 02108
12/13/2024
12/13/2024
12/13/2024
12/14/2024
12/14/2024
12/15/2024

12/6/2024
12/15/2024
12/15/2024
12/15/2024
12/15/2024
12/16/2024
11/24/2024
12/17/2024 02116 30 Woman Asian Own the home I live in 
12/17/2024
12/17/2024
12/17/2024
12/12/2024
12/19/2024 Jamaica Plain 
12/20/2024
12/20/2024

needed to arrive at a consensus between the CAT, the City staff and the developers for the project 
to go ahead or be rejected. 2 Who should be on the CAT: Much depends on the scope of the project plans? To my point above, how can the communities review and provide input into this higher level 
planning process? e.g. urban renewal zones that impact the entire neighborhood. I recall the input  
represents the community. When abutters finally get to a meeting or in front of a board they are 
talked at with jargon that is not part of their lexicon. Asking abutters to weigh in on these variance 
terms waste time, and negates what abutters are actually concerned about. The Plan Mattapan work transit or bikes. Very flawed logic and then add high density buildings for people who are rich 
enough to own two cars or work in boston but live in the far suburbs they can afford and you have environmental, traffic , noise ,economic , cost, regulatory ,elderly , new families , safety and 
others ). They potentially can sort through issues and give feedback more fully than at times occurs. 
Perhaps the City Council will be able to meet with this community based group and understand 
Identify each project, the associated commitments, the financial value, and the process for fulfilling 
these commitments.
Distinguish required benefits—such as Chapter 91 open space minimums, ground floor uses, is not progress—it’s abandonment.

On Sun, Dec 15, 2024, at 16:05, Diane Valle wrote:
Dear Boston Residents,
approval to particular projects, and *none* of those complaints are taken up in a serious way in this 
plan. Instead, we get the message that the Planning Department is a bit bored of open meetings 
where ordinarily folks complain about parking, traffic, density, and affordability, and they would steady and ever-changing supply of members for multiple CATs through a random lottery for each 
and every project and not groups of projects across multiple neighborhoods. A constant changing supported workflows for pre-acquisitions, pre-leasing, pre- and post-construction, and asset 
disposition processes.goal of incorporating more and more diverse voices, by expanding and varying the methods by 
which feedback is collected. There appears a concerning trend, however, in the heavy reliance on 
polls and surveys, which can be both designed and then interpreted in subjective ways, in the 
required to contribute to a district neighborhood resiliency fund to help protect inland, adjacentand in person meetings. What isn’t stated in the Action Plan is how decisions are made-will the 
projectresidents.   It is not clear to me that these neighborhood and abutter meetings are included in the 
proposed Article 80 plan and it is not clear to me that the process is being improved.   detriment of residents who have to live with the results of overcrowding, loss of green space and 
yards, and traffic nightmares. We have witnessed how community input time and again is is not the right answer. It is not effective engagement. There could have been a different model. The 
selection process could be modified to result in an equitable outcome that reflects a more 
representative IAG. Remember, IAGs are appointed by the Mayor so the Mayor could create a 
planned to be residential that have become lab/office space, against neighborhood opposition. The 
planning process seems to ignore the additional numbers of commuters, the increased traffic, and 
the added pressures on the housing stock that the new zoning brings. For example are the trade offs to the civically engaged, while cutting out neighbors/abutters who might have a better sense of 
what exactly the area needs. I would almost have 5 CAC members that are per neighborhood, but have longer term limits, and reappointment should be permitted. These groups should have some 
autonomy in selecting some members. Displacement impacts are important to include. What is at least one print, digital, and in-person method. This will allow for the broadest exposure. 
Furthermore, the engagement plan for each project should be summarized and noted on each 
project page so community members can easily visually identify the chosen engagement 
Dear Mayor Wu And Wu Administration,

Article 80 Reform is NOT "Abolish the BPDA." 
to house their students, which in turn drives up housing costs and incentivizes out-of-town 
developers to build HUGE 'dormitory'/transient housing in what were once stable and community 
driven neighborhoods. Providing reasonable rates for housing in a variety of our beautiful; 
future individual projects.
3. Coordinated Review
We strongly support the goal of standardizing the stages of project review and coordinating review
One size does not fit all.
Illustration of the formula approach applied to a range of projects would benefit from
seeing some examples of a formula approach that relates to the size or type of the
a. Independent Jurisdiction Management
Related to point “c” in the above section regarding Interdepartmental Coordination, NAIOP
believes it would be beneficial for the Parks Commission and Landmarks Commission to
nights on the water. These benefits should be prioritized in determining a development’s
compliance with Chapter 91. Article 80 reform should honor the spirit of Chapter 91 by
incorporating language encouraging developers to provide access to the watersheet as part of theCommunity Workshops, or the Wharf District Council Plan developed by the
neighborhood association composed of property owners along a section of the
4lost/missed
opportunities and can on occasion negatively impact or burden the transit system and ridership.formality. We recommend that set and predictable timelines for feedback loops and review
periods be determined in the next iteration of the proposed Action Plan.alignment between City agencies will be key to this step. Leadership must provide
outsized endowments and resources? How are officials avoiding potential loopholes which can be
exploited by well-endowed institutions demanding a ‘negotiated approach’? How will communitywas put into place, against community objections, that included only a single neighborhood
representative vs. seven planners/developers/city employees/union members in addition toon-site. To achieve fair housing goals, Boston must consider and ameliorate these foreseeable
off-site impacts on members of fair housing protected class members in the surrounding
community. Proposals that would generate significant displacement without including off-settingPre-Concept Design, but the Planning Department should also establish clear requirements for
what early engagement entails so that developers do not skirt through that phase.concepts. We welcome the chance to help define these timelines as the Action Plan advances.
opportunities to include food access measures (ie grocery stores, farmers market space, other)
OFJ would like to provide input into the draft formula framework to be included in the Final 
Mitigation Recommendations Report, especially with regard to the way contributions across multiple prepared for some backlash, especially since other agencies are becoming more lenient. 3.) I'm 
concerned about the CATs. I think the types of people who sign up for CATs will be a self-selecting advisory capacity but are not a voting body.
We would like to offer to convene a meeting with the City Planning Department on the topic of CATs public comment has even begun.  This does a great disservice to the public engagement process 
that institutions depend upon, and the stated goals of the City to try and improve upon the 
community engagement process.  Unfortunately, it is not clear that the new steps outlined in the 
continuing to reflect these exceptional contributions.
• The call for mitigation and community benefits to be informed by community
needs assessments and planning standards must reflect the distincteconomic variables that determine what a project can support. Periodic re-evaluation of these 
amounts will be important to ensure they are calibrated to the market dynamics and are not too apply to market-rate developments. "Recommendation 2: Consistent Standards" needs serious work 
over the next 6 months.
We applaud the direction that the City of Boston is taking with the Article 80 Modernization Draft 
Action
• The Planning Department and its staff member in charge of a particular project must be
empowered to make decisions, based on community, interdisciplinary, and interdepartmental
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