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Institutional land use



Major institutional corridors

Huntington Avenue Corridor

Western Avenue Corridor

Commonwealth Avenue Corridor



Boston University Institutional Master Plan
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Huntington Avenue institutional use



Huntington Avenue institutional use

Within past 4 years, 
18 Large Projects 
permitted totaling 
approximately 2M sf 
immediately along 
Huntington Avenue
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What are Design Guidelines?

• Urban design principles
• Massing and scale
• Site organization and landscape
• Relationship of building to street
• Public realm
• Site furnishings
• Environmental comfort
• Identity (institutional and district)
• Sustainability strategies
• Materials

GOAL: A cohesive, high quality urban environment



What are the issues and opportunities today?

• Multiple large landowners with a long-term 
commitment to the Avenue

• Need to balance institutional identity and district 
identity

• Benefit of multiple community processes which 
have led to existing zoning entitlement

• Aspirations to create more student housing
• Rich and complex physical environment



Huntington Avenue institutional use



Huntington Avenue circa 1884



Huntington Avenue circa 1884



Huntington Avenue circa 1884



Huntington Avenue today



Smaller projects filling in odd spaces



Larger projects redefining the corridor



Commitments to iconic open spaces



• Undertake four month study 
• Develop physical design parameters and standards 

to achieve high quality pedestrian realm and urban 
environment

• Analyze all permitted or proposed development

• Explore alternative massing strategies, site 
configurations, and public realm scenarios

• Identify urban design principles and design 
guidelines to support the vision for the future

• Provide analysis of other potential future 
development sites

Avenue of the Arts Design Guidelines RFP
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Avenue of the Arts Design Guidelines RFP process



250 Professionals based in Watertown & Shanghai

Collaboration is a Core Value

Leading Sustainable Design Practice

Over 500 Design Awards – 100 in the last 5 years

2005                         AIA FIRM AWARD Finalist
2007                         ASLA  FIRM  AWARD
2012                         APA FIRM AWARD
2014 & 2015         APA Pierre L'Enfant International Planning Excellence Award





OUR TEAM

Dennis Pieprz Martin Zogran Katie Flynn Laura Marett Youngju Cho

Principal in Charge

Urban design vision

Project Manager

Technical expertise 

Architecture & 

urban design

Project Coordinator

Design guidelines

Outreach

Landscape Architect

Public realm

Design guidelines

Urban Design 

Architecture

representation

Ben Kou

Architecture

Massing strategy

Digital modeling

Shadows studies



Brighton Guest Street  Area Planning Study



BCEC D Street Corridor Urban Design Study



The Lawn on D, South Boston / Seaport District



The Lawn on D, South Boston / Seaport District



Bruce C. Bolling Municipal Building, Dudley Square 
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Plan diagrams



Character sketches





Massing Alternatives

OPTION 1 OPTION 2

OPTION 3
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Architectural Material Guidelines



Architectural Material Guidelines



Avenue of the Arts Design Guidelines Schedule

Public meeting #1
• Introduce project background, goals, and scope
• Review project schedule
• Solicit feedback

Public meeting #2
• Overview of existing conditions and zoning analysis
• Discuss approach to alternatives analysis
• Solicit feedback

Public meeting #3
• Present alternatives and review pros and cons
• Discuss preferred alternatives
• Solicit feedback

Public meeting #4
• Present Draft Guidelines
• Discuss next steps
• Solicit feedback

March 24
6:00pm-8:00pm

Wentworth

April 8
6:00pm-8:00pm

MFA

May 6
6:00pm-8:00pm

MassArt

May 27
6:00pm-8:00pm

Northeastern
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