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Virtual Open House
November 2, 2023
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1. Visit slido.com and
Scan this QR 2. Use # bostondesignvision
Code to to join as a participant

access the
online su rVey Joining as a participant? Zcuej?agbi‘zzey‘;“oisem i

The QR Code is the same for all questions.
The questions will automatically be updated as
we go through the virtual open house.
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Hello & Welcome!
Tell Us About Yourself!

Tell us your name and which
neighborhood you are from!

@® Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate this poll while presenting.
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Tonight's Agenda
s i

What is a Design Vision for the City of Boston?
Cuival Draft Innovations

Public Space The street and Park
SHARE YOUR IDEAS!

Domestic Realm The Home and The Porch
SHARE YOUR IDEAS!

Places of Commerce The Square and The Shops
SHARE YOUR IDEAS!

tenoml \X/hat's Next?



Urban Design IS...
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Boston is anchored by
history, culture, identity,
and people.

There are narratives and
lived experiences that
are not reflected in the
identity of Boston.

These narratives and
lived experiences
should be uplifted and
centered to expand
what defines Boston.



Unaffordable Housing & Displacement
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Manyﬁxpe'ople of color to head out of the

About 65 percent are renters, and more

001D ubn,sog 1palD abeuw|

|

than half put upwards of 30 percent of city and settle in more affordable
their income toward rent locations.



https://www.boston.gov/news/members-rent-stabilization-advisory-committee-announced

Erasure of Cultural Infrastructure

Growth does not have to be about loss and erasure. It is an opportunity to think about ways to grow and
value social and cultural infrastructure to create/preserve a sense of belonging and identity in
neighborhoods.

lconic Roxbury Love Mural was demolished""
little warning to the commumty that hadimm

cherished it for years s

Angxoy wiejoay 1pald abew|



Boston is inherently
diverse, but more as a
whole.



Charlestown

East Boston
West End North End

Allston BeaconHill Downtown
Back Chinatown South
Brighton Bay BayvVilage  Boston
Fenway Waterfront
South End
Longwood

South Boston

Mission Hill

Plain

Dorchester

West Roxbury Roslindale

Mattapan

Hyde Park



Boston’s unique urban
history and form means
squares and corridors are a

key focus.



e Boston's streets do not follow a consistent set of
directions, which creates a unique sense of
(dis)orientation and variation

e The city has pockets of different grids that don't
align with each other

e Boston's village-like structure is more
conducive to non-auto forms of transportation

e Most closely related city is London

Source: Boston Globe (2018)

BOS;I'ON

LONDON

ATLANTA

CLEVELAND
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City Street Network Orientation

BOS"TON

DALLAS

LOS ANGELES

PHII.AD"EI.PHIA

SEA“TTLE

BUFFALO

S
@

DEN”VER

MANHATTAN

PHOENIX

STLOUIS

CHARLOTTE

DETROIT

MIAMI

PORTLAND

TAMPA

CHIC"AGO

HOUSTON

MINNEAPOLIS

SACRAMENTO

WASHINGTON


https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/07/12/boston-streets-all-sorts-directions-these-charts-prove/aOo2sZ8m47azwy5abuuXNO/story.html

“Unlike many places where a square
is most often defined by a public
open space or civic structure, here a
square is typically defined by an
intersection of two or more

thoroughfares and /or other streets.

The square’s name further applies to
a business district around that
intersection, and sometimes to an
entire neighborhood.”

A city of unsquare squares
Source: Andy Woodruff (2010)

BOSTON?

ANDREW * CENTRAL (CAMBRIDGE) * CENTRAL (EAST BOSTON)
* CITY « CODMAN + COPLEY « DAVIS * DAY * DUDLEY «
EDWARD EVERETT » EGLESTON » HARVARD * HYDE * INMAN «
KENDALL * KENMORE* LIBERTY * LOUISBURG * MATTAPAN -«
MAVERICK « MONUMENT * NORTH * OAK « PIERCE * PORTER
* POST OFFICE » SCOLLAY * SULLIVAN * UNION (ALLSTON) «
UNION (SOMERVILLE) + WASHINGTON + WINTHROP

* X[}



https://andywoodruff.com/blog/boston-squared/

There is fear that
unchecked growth could
produce more

homogeneous patterns.



Population Distribution by Highest Concentrations

Highest Concentrations
Race

of Children under 5
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Must Consider...

Demographics | | | |
va ry a c ro s s Disabilities | ° " Limited English Proﬁcizgﬁ "
communities
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Source: Analyze Boston (from 2020 US
Census & Climate Ready Boston (2016))



https://data.boston.gov/dataset/2020-census-for-boston/resource/72254c2d-43df-4644-96d2-a84b8c6f97c7

A Design Vision
Must Consider...

Varied
communities
require
different
housing needs

( :. Largest Concentrations

Apartments
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Single Family

More children
and families
live in these
neighborhood
S

<’ Source: Analyze Boston
(Property Assessment
2023)


https://data.boston.gov/dataset/2020-census-for-boston/resource/72254c2d-43df-4644-96d2-a84b8c6f97c7

Year Built

A Design Vision
Must Consider...

In the next 25

o o years, nearly all
Historic of the buildings
preservation St
heeds to Historic Districts & iy
accommodate Landmarks  _ Ll <G
the city’s aging (el e T
buildings ¥ [ Vg e

&

Source: Analyze Boston (Property
Assessment 2023)


https://data.boston.gov/
https://data.boston.gov/dataset/2020-census-for-boston/resource/72254c2d-43df-4644-96d2-a84b8c6f97c7

Kev Finding #4

We can learn from
diversity that is already
shaping the city.

ston planning &

o Ry CITY of BOSTON
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Future

"%‘ change
< - V

S Walkable i B & R e S Resilience &
B streets TSR e O 8 sustainability |

Access to
public transit

Future
change
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Tonight
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Atop the pavilion overlook

0 PORTRAITS
: SAY CHEESE!
4

GATHER HERE

Inside the pavilion
THE HOME
A LIFE'S JOURNEY

THE PORCH

COME HANG OUT

LEAF PEEP

PLAY ALONG

WELCOME
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The Str_e_e

La calle
EIPE]
EIPE]

The Boston
Design Vision
recommends
building on
today’s patterns
of use with

design, care,

and craft.




Caretaker

social space

Easy to

maintain
2 Protected
from road

fEiMJ! %]

Space for local
outdoor dining

Open, public 1
seating & tables ¥

N>

l integrated vendor
kiosk space

ZBE

—

Shade trees

Places for
access :
ka :

P ;

22 Stormwater
landscapes

Polinator
gardens

BEEE

Fithess
stations

Bike repair

Comfort
station

AR
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Easy to
maintain

Protected
from road
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hAATE

Socialize with
friends

Comfortable
seating
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Polinator
gardens

Places for
access

24 Stormwater

landscapes
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Shade trees
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Open, public
seating & tables

\ Integrated

vendor kiosk
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Bike repair
equipment

Comfort
station
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The Park

parque
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BESHRE

Multi-use

S Community ity o fitness paths B
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How do you use Boston's
Parks?
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Bostonian Households

Bostonians shared their diverse family and llive with my Brothers & Grand-dad

household arrangements through Madlibs.
In an apartment

mom, dad, sister, brother,

Ilive with my grandmother, dog

Intergenerational
household with
granparents who help
with childcare

In a 3 bedroom apartment

| live with my roommates (senior citizens)

Large families with | live with my bTOthCT, sisters, mom,
many children & Step-datd

In a senior citizen home

Seniors who wish to age
in place

Extended families and/
or temporary relative
stays

In a very clean house

Households with
supportive needs

I live with my self
I live with my 4 roommates

In a loft

L

' In 2 family home

\
Students and

roommates shares

I live with my dog and plants

. Single working
in % condo in Norwood because I o

couldn’t afford Boston
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constructing
-= the 2nd one.

i | built the 1st

\floor.
S |

My father built |
the ground floor
43 years ago.
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Additional o " S : Ample Natural
B Dwelling Units P Light High Density
b # and Views

Open Space as _
Community Benefit &2
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Community Actlvmes
at Ground Level

BE

Open Space as

, Community Benefit "" - ¢ 5 Community Activities
} s at Ground Level
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Additional
Dwelling Units
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Open Space as
Community Benefit

Vehicle Free
Zone
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The Porch

El porche
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Expanded
living space

Edges that
offer benefit

Informal
“eyes on interaction
the street”

Pollinator : Outdoor
plantings e % . living room

Delivery &

-] distribution hub I Expanded
Spaces to b planting space
relax



Places for
self-expression @

Expanded
living space

“eyes on
the street”
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Side Yard

Wider sideyards or thru-block lots
offer space for semi-private or
shared open space, neighborhood
cut-throughs, and private gardens.

Expanded
planting space
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Community
gardening

Pollinator
plantings

Spaces to
relax
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Community
message board

Delivery &
distribution hub
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What do you go to your neighborhood shops for
most often?
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What about these collages reflect
Boston to you? What do you envision for
the future of square in your
neighborhood?
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What's Next?



Where We're Headed

e Summarizing & digesting the input you shared
tonight along with what we heard at the October
Open Houses

e Refining the innovations, principles, and ideas
based on your input

* Next phase: Implementation Roadmap

Got Questions/Comments? Reach out to
Breeze Outlaw at breeze.outlaw@boston.gov



